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COMING EVENTS 

2009 DATES 

Wednesday 16
th
 September Prep Incursion Mini Beasts 

School Council all welcome 7.00pm 

Wednesday 16
th
 – Friday18

th
 September Grade 3/4 Camp Weekaway 

Friday 18
th
 September End of Term 3 – 2.30pm Finish 

Monday 5
th
 October First Day Term 4 – 9am Start 

Tuesday 6
th
 October Uniform Shop open 8.45am – 9.15am 

Tuesday 6
th
 October – 16

th
 October Prep – 2 swimming 

Tuesday 13
th
 October Uniform Orders Close 

Wednesday 14
th
 October Grade 6 Transition evening 

Friday16
th
 October Grade 6 Graduation photo 

Saturday 17
th
 October Working Bee  

Wednesday 21
st
 October WalkOctober Walk to school day 

Thursday 22
nd

 October Art Show evening 

Tuesday 3
rd

 November Melbourne Cup Day No School  

Friday 6
th
 November 2010 Prep Transition 

Tuesday 10
th
 November Uniform Shop open 8.45am – 915am, 

Uniform Orders Close 

Thursday 12 November Soundhouse Concert 

Friday 13
th
 November 2010 Prep Transition  

Parent Races Night 

Friday 20
th
 November 2010 Prep Transition  

Wednesday 25
th
 November 2010 Prep Parent Information evening 

Tuesday 1
st
 December Uniform Shop open 8.45am – 915am, 

Uniform Orders Close 

Thursday 3
rd

 December Family Lawn Concert 

Tuesday 8
th
 December Whole School Transition day 

Wednesday 9
th
 December School Helpers Afternoon Tea 

Thursday 10
th
 December Grade 6 Graduation evening 

Friday 18
th
 December Last Day Term 4 – early dismissal 

 

LAST DAY SCHOOL FRIDAY 18
TH

 SEPTEMBER 

EARLY DISMISSAL 2.30PM HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

 

GRADE 3/4 CAMPERS WILL BE BACK AT 

SCHOOL IN TIME FOR 2.30PM DISMISSAL. 

mailto:strathmore.north.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.snps.vic.edu.au/
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PRINCIPAL REPORT 
Dear Parents and Friends, 
Today was the opening of our $187,000 National Pride Project.  The synthetic turf was welcomed by all.    Please 
find an outline of some of the benefits attached and a copy of our oval rules developed by the students and staff.  
We have also been advised by the supplier Tiger Turf that the warranty will be nil and void if these rules are 
abused. 
 
Working Bee – Thanks to Andy S, Greg H, Andrew W and Sue R for their time and work in cleaning up the edges 
of the oval ready for our opening.  Please note these areas will be landscaped properly, over time. 
 
Canberra Camp – Thanks to those students who have booked to attend the tour of our Nations Capital.  The 
flights and tour are now confirmed.  Thanks to Stafford N for his negotiations with Virgin Airlines to secure our 
flights. 
 
District Sports – Congratulations to all our students for their efforts at the District Qualifying 1500 metre event last 
week at Aberfield Athletics Track.  Thanks also to Mr Oliver for his leadership and support.  A special mention to 
Harry C and Kelly M who both secured a third place. 
 
Grade 6 Memory Trail 2009 – In term 4 we will finalise our Grade 6 2009 Memory Trail/Art Project.  This project 
was introduced in 2007 with 2 beautiful tile mosaics being produced. 
What is a memory trail? 

 A way of retaining our impressions of SNPS 

 A way of leaving a part of you, ,your work behind 

 An art work which captures part of our history 

 It is a way of other students and families remembering you for years to come. 

The official opening date of the Grade 6 Memory Trail will be advised Term 4.   All welcome. 
 
Wanted Shade Cloth – At the front of the school we have 3 temporary portables.  You may have noticed that the 
Department, have not placed boards around the bottom.  This poses a small problem with balls in the yard.  We 
would like to ask if anyone has some old shade cloth that we may try nailing to the bottom to prevent this problem,  
Please contract Ms Lewis if you can help. 
 
Uniform and dangerous Jewellery Note – A reminder to our families that students are not permitted to wear long 
dangly earring or long necklaces.  These are dangerous as they may get caught in something and cause an injury.  
We seek your co-operation. 
 
Term 4 Working Bee October 17th – We need you!  We have several BIG jobs including, irrigation pipes, 
landscaping, fence replacement, construction in prep courtyard, painting etc.  PLEASE, PLEASE put this into your 
diary.  This is a great way to help our school and save money.  Other maintenance jobs; several parents have 
informed me that they cannot always make working bees and may be willing to come and assist the school during 
school hour, especially if they work shift work.  It saves valuable funds for our student programs.  Some of these 
jobs may include: removing bag hooks ready for demolition, whipper snip and mowing, sanding, patching and 
painting, fencing, spreading bluemetal, spreading woodchips under playgrounds and sweeping.  Please contact 
Jenni or your class teacher in writing if you may be able to help. 
 
2010 Classes and School Organisation – A reminder please to inform the office if it is your intention to move in 
2010.  In term 4 you will be invited to put it in writing if you have any special considerations that you believe need 
to take into account also for your child’s 2010 placement. 
 
Grade 3/4 Weekaway Camp – Tomorrow our grade 3/4 students need to be at school at 8.30am for camp 
departure.  As we can no longer depart from the back of the school, departure will be from the front of the school.  
A reminder no wheels are permitted on our oval surface.  Please note that a daily update will be recorded on the 
phone system.  The bus will return to school in time for 2.30pm dismissal. Please do not call the office for an 
update, please listen to the phone message. 
 
Oval  - Thank you’s – Thanks to Sue R for her support with our Oval Opening Day.  Hopefully it will be “one day 
in September” that all our students remember.  Many thanks to Danielle B for organising our afternoon for the 
guests.         Jenni Lewis. 
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From The Office 

 Office hours are 8.45am – 4.00pm.   

 
Icypole Sales Term 4 Help Needed: 
Icypoles will be available on Wednesday and Friday 
lunch times (Mondays as well if sufficient 
volunteers)11.10am – 11.40am, Term 4. Thank you 
to those who volunteered we will be contacting you 
shortly. If you are able to assist once a fortnight or 
every 3 weeks please fill in the form at the end of 
the newsletter. 

 

Headlice: We have had a few reported cases of 
headlice.  Could you please check your children’s 
hair in the coming weeks.  Also we recommend that 
children tie back their long hair. 
 

Messages for Children: Messages given out 

to children at the end of the day are for 
emergencies only.  Please make sure your children 
are aware who they are going home with IN THE 
MORNING, before school 
 

School News 

School Psychologist – Maternity Leave: 
Our school psychologist, Amanda Caffyn will be 
taking maternity leave from 23rd October.  During 
this time our school be will be supported by the 
team psychologists from the Western Region.  Days 
of attendance may vary but a similar level of service 
will be provided. As in the past an queries about this 
service may be made through our assistant 
principal, Anne Patralakis   

 

Double Parking – White Van in Odin 
Street: Another request for parents to exercise 
safety when dropping off and picking up students. 
We have recently observed a white van registration 
WCS 028 double parking, we request that this driver 
and others who are breaking the road laws, cease 

to do so in the interest of our students safety. 
 
Japanese Assistants: This week our 

Japanese assistants, Aya and Mina’s spent their 
last week at SNPS. They have been fantastic in 
assisting students in Japanese and some Art 
classes. Their time and hard work are much 
appreciated! Thank you!!! 

Etsuka Sawada  

 
Swimming Prep - Two Term 4       
6th - 16th October 2009 

 Thankyou to all participating students from Prep - 
two for assisting in the smooth organisation by 
getting all their details and payment in on time. A 
timetable for parent volunteers to accompany us on 
the bus and assist in supervision and changing of 
children at the Maribyrnong Aquatic Centre, will be 
sent home this week.  A reminder re times, and 
what to bring will be sent home on the first day of 
term 4.  Group One depart 12.15pm - Prep KB, 
Grade 1MH, and Grade 2 KG. return approx. 
2.10pm.  Group Two depart 1.10pm - Prep BS, 
Grade 1 SB and Grade 2 FJ. return approx. 3.15pm. 
Any queries please see your classroom teacher or 
myself.  Have a wonderful rest and enjoy the spring 
holidays. 
Faye Giulieri - Swimming Co-ordinator. 

 
Uniform News: A reminder that current uniform 

order forms can be collected from the community 
information stand or downloaded from our school 
website, http://www.snps.vic.edu.au/    To support 
families, hats ($10) can be purchased directly from 
the office as well as the uniform shop. 
October shop opening will be Tuesday 6 th October 
and orders close on Tuesday 13 th October. Please 
note that due to Melbourne Cup day November 
shop opening and order closures are on the day 10 th 
November.   
 

Community News 

For more information see the 
community news board or grab a 
brochure from the stand on: 

 

Royal Melbourne Philharmonic Choir 
and Orchestra: are presenting The Armed Man, 
Sunday 4th October. www.rmp.org.au 

 
  

 
 
 

 

 

Science Website for the holiday and the  
Below are some websites for families to explore the wonderful curious world of science.  
www.e-learningforkids.org                             www.activescience-gsk.com 
www.popsci.com.au                                       http://pbskids.org/zoom/activities/sci/ 

 

 

http://www.snps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.rmp.org.au/
http://www.e-learningforkids.org/
http://www.popsci.com.au/
http://pbskids.org/zoom/activities/sci/
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Fundraising 

Can you help us?  SPONSOR NEEDED! 
 
To improve the sporting facilities at school, we are looking for a Sponsor to fund football goal posts for our New 
Synthetic Grass Sporting Oval.   The posts would cost approximately $2000.  Quotes would be obtained.   
 
Through this sponsorship we are prepared to offer free advertising in our School Newsletter and also on our 
Community Stand. 
 
Please contact, Jenni Lewis at school on 93796575.  

 

Check out our new FUNDRAISING BLOG for all fundraising news.   
Visit www.snpsfundraising.blogspot.com 
 

Special Lunch day 
A big thank you to Danielle B for organising another successful special lunch day.  The children all enjoyed their 
subway and we raised $537.00 towards our oval. 
 
 

From the Art Room 

It has been a busy time in the art room lately, with 72 entries delivered to the Melbourne Showgrounds last week. 
All entries will be on display, in the section for the schools competition, in the art craft pavillion near the main 
Epsom Rd entrance. We have submitted some wonderful art works and it is exciting to be able to show all of 
Melbourne the achievements of our talented students in such a wide variety of art and craft areas. We also look 
forward to the competition results being announced next Thursday on the internet. People interested in accessing 
the site should go to www.rasv.com.au and follow the links to the 2009 results. A list of competitors and their 
exhibitor numbers can be found on the art room blog, via our school website, or at 
www.snpsartroom.blogspot.com . 
The Grade Six Memory Trail terracotta tiles have now been completed and are awaiting their turn to be fired in our 
hard working kiln! Plans are underway for unveiling this year's display later in the year.  

Art Show - Don't forget to pencil Thursday 22nd October into your calendars as the date of our Art Show. 
Once again all students will have a range of art works on display, which this year include quite a few ICT based 
exhibits and the collages and books made as part of the Artists in School Program.  
Looking forward to seeing you all there, 
Anne Duke and Etsuka Sawada 

 

Holiday Reading Challenge 
Remember the greater the volume of reading done by students, the higher their reading proficiency and 
the more inclined they will be to read throughout their lives.   
Students who read widely and frequently are high achievers.  Children who read rarely and narrowly are 
low achievers.  Get your daily dose and build stamina. Help children by discussing and asking questions 
about their reading. Be active in their learning each day. 
Our Take Home Borrowing books have ended for the term. This allows us to take stock and circulate our 
collection.  Use the holiday period to visit your local library and borrow as a family. 
For those who participated in the Premier’s Reading Challenge and were new to it in 2009, what happens now is 
children wait until November to be issued with a special certificate from our Premier John Brumby and a special 
acknowledgement with their name printed in The Age Newspaper. We had over 90 students registe red in 2009. 
Keep reading and growing! 
 

Artist in School:  Update 8! 

Our artist in school Annette Sax who has solely worked with year 3/4 has allowed us to place her thinking 
processes on display in our school library. She is currently illustrating a story by Sue Atkinson that is also 
displayed alongside the sketches in our library. If you get a chance to enter and look on the wall above the Fiction 
Shelf, you will see a storyboard idea used by illustrators. The year 3/4 are also continuing to develop their  own 
illustrating to their published writing. We look forward to celebrating their completion with you during our school Art 
Show on 22nd October. More details to follow next term. 

http://www.snpsfundraising.blogspot.com/
http://www.rasv.com.au/
http://www.snpsartroom@blogspot.com/
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Winners of the 55 WORD Writing Competition for the 

topic PATCHES,  
There were over 130 entries in this year’s competition. Providing a topic proved a real 
challenge but you will be amazed at the ideas that did arise. Thank you to all the participants 

who have received a certificate of participation or short-listing. Of the entries, 55 stories were shortlisted for 
publishing.  A BIG THANKYOU to the Junior School Council Representatives who had the responsibility of 
choosing the winners from the 4 class categories [Prep, Year 1&2, Year 3&4, and Year 5&6]. The JSC gave up 
both lunch and recess to deliberate over the winners. They did an excellent job in leading a fair and well deserved 
judgements. Each category was taken to a diplomatic vote. 
A copy of the final 55 will be made available for borrowing in term 4. A copy will also sit alongside the 2008 edition 
outside our school office. The final judges’ choices range from weird, wacky and true. 
It is with great pleasure we announce and present the winners below : 
 

PREP Winner:                       Ben H Prep BS 
I want to get patches on my clothes because it means I 
have been running around having fun. 
More boys have patches than girls because we fall 
over more playing footy, soccer and cricket. If you get a 
hole in your clothes, just patch it up! I don’t have any 
patches yet, but I want LOTS! 

Year 1/2 Winner:            Isabelle H 1SB 
ñMy Sisterôs Blanket,ò 
My step sister Amy has a patch blanket. It has girls on 
it and a sun on it. She sleeps with it every night. It is 
getting old now and it has lots of holes in it. She has 
sweet dreams when she sleeps with it and she has 
nightmares when she doesn’t have it. 
  

Year 3/4 Winner:         Deshan W 3/4SB 
ñThe Patch That Ran Away.ò 
One morning I woke up with a patch. I thought it was a 
normal patch, until the patch opened its eyes and 
revealed its arms and legs. I took the patches tiny arm 
and threw it out the window. I knew it was not my 
imagination, the patch came back and it was a pest. 
 

Year 5/6 Winner:       Alana T Year 6 LA 
I stood upright feeling extremely dizzy. Half of the wall 
had fallen suddenly.  
I started breathing heavily, “This will need to be 
patched u...” I didn’t get to finish my sentence when a 
cracking sound emerged from the wall.  
A rat crawled out and then the house collapsed. 
Everything turned black and I was gone. 
  

I would also like to acknowledge the runners up for the Year 3/4 and year 5/6 entry as these categories caused the 
most deliberation. These children will receive donated gift cards from BOOK BONDING  at 942a Mt Alexander 
Road Essendon. Thanks to Natasha the proprietor. 
 

Ollie N 3/4KK 
It’s our family holiday and we are going on an 
aeroplane to Queensland. Ten minutes later the 
aeroplane is roaring down the runway, my back is stuck 
to the chair. The aeroplane lifts into the air. We are very 
high. I look into a paddock and see patchwork. 
Patchwork from all the paddocks in rows. 
  
 

Shanelle T Year 6 CA 
I walked alongside the stream.  
The earth is silent.  
I see patches of rain on the ground. 
I stare into one and see a face that is alone. 
Pimples and messy hair,  
I look terrible. 
I look away from the patch of rain. 
My tears come out like a flowing river. 
I walk home. 
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Spelling Brief  
On Wednesday 2nd September an opportunity was made for all our parents to attend a Learning Community 
event hosted by the Education Sub-Committee. We had 16 parents attend the evening. 

 
A brief of what was covered: 

- Spelling is functional – it enables a writer to express meaning. It is therefore, a tool for writing, not a 
barrier to the writing process 

- Spelling is important as its purpose is to make writing easier, more fluent, more expressive, and more 
easily read and understood by others.  

- Spelling prepares students for future success. 
- Four Key Spelling Strategies 
-  

Phonological Strategy:      Using Sound-Symbol relations  
Children need to know a body of words that share a common 
ñsoundò so that when they need to know a new word, they can 
relate it to familiar, known words that sound the same way. 
Examples:   
Word families:  

at:   hat mat sat  
 ear:  tear hear fear smear  

Common beginning consonant blend or diagraph sound:  
dr: drive, drain, draw 
sk: skill, skate, skating, sky... basket, task,  

Visual Strategy:             Using Memory Strategy   
Children need to work on patterns that highlight the way words and 
letter combinations ñlookò. Being able to think about and remember 
the way a word “looks” helps you spell it correctly. 
Common visual patterns may sound different in different 
words:  
              ough: rough/ tough/ cough/thought/   
              dough/ drought  
Double Consonants:  
               gg: egg, giggle, wiggle  
 

Morphemic Strategy:        Knowledge – Meaning Strategy  
Children need to learn the “meaning” of words and the way 
words take on different spellings when they change form. 
Examples:  
Common verbs; past and present verb forms:  

talk: talked, talks, talking  
Add ment to a verb to make a noun:  

 measure / measurement  

Etymological Strategy:        Also linked to Knowledge-Meaning 
Strategy with emphasis on Derivatives (word origins) 
Children need to learn the “derivationsò of words. The relation of 
word derivatives are closely linked to the meaning of words and 
should be able to be applied to new situations. Examples:  
aqua: meaning water 

- aquatic, aquarium, aqueduct  
tele : meaning afar/far  
- telephone/ televise/ telepathy/ telegram/telescopic 

- We shared four types of Spelling Lists[Core Lists/Personal Lists/ Topic & Vocabulary Development  Lists  
- Spelling Rules, Patterns and Generalisations] 
- Explore these Spelling Web-links to motivate learning: 
- www.visuwords.com  
- http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/construct/  
- www.spellingcity.com 
- http://www.teacherled.com/resources/letterdice/letterdiceload.html  
- http://www.ictgames.com/lcwc.htm  
- www.starfall.com 
- www.kidsspell.com 
- http://www.gamequarium.com/spelling.html 
- http://www.crickweb.co.uk/assets/resources/flash.php?&file=looksay2   
- http://www.learner.org/interactives/spelling/index.html    
- www.spellmaster.com 

Future Learning Community Forums: What would you like more information on to help support your 
child’s learning at school? We will be planning for 2010 and would love to hear from parents. Post us a line.  

 

Some parents around the discussion table!        

Classroom  Environment Rich In Print 

http://www.visuwords.com/
http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/construct/
http://www.spellingcity.com/
http://www.teacherled.com/resources/letterdice/letterdiceload.html
http://www.ictgames.com/lcwc.htm
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.kidsspell.com/
http://www.gamequarium.com/spelling.html
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/assets/resources/flash.php?&file=looksay2
http://www.learner.org/interactives/spelling/index.html
http://www.spellmaster.com/
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VSN Newsletter Article  

Our school is working with the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development to allocate a Victorian 
Student Number (VSN) to each student at the school.   
 
The VSN is a student identification number that is being assigned to all students in government and non-
government schools, and students in Vocational Education and Training Institutions.  The number, which is unique 
to each student, will be used as a key identifier on a student’s school records, and will remain with the student 
throughout his or her education, until reaching the age of 25.  The VSN is nine digits long, randomly assigned, and 
tied to stable information about the student (name, gender, date of birth).  
 
The introduction of the VSN will provide the capability to accurately detect patterns of student movement through, 
and departure from, the Victorian education and training system.  It will greatly improve the collection and analysis 
of timely and accurate data about education in Victoria.  The Department collects information to track 
improvements made to the education system, identify areas that require further improvement, and to analyse 
trends and identify future completeness of this information, providing a better basis for assessing needs and 
developing policies to meet them. 
 
Your will see the VSN appear on student report cards, enrolment confirmations, and exit confirmations. 
 
If you want to know more about the VSN please see 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/governance/vsn/overview.htm 

 

 

Walking School Bus Routes 
Streldon Avenue bus., please contact Mary R 0412669329, or Jodie H:  0438358309). Operating 
Tuesday & Wednesday mornings.  Wednesday mornings fully booked. 

Strathmore Football Club bus has commenced again. For details please contact Marji N.   
0429 380 692. 
 
 

 

Walk (or Ride) On Wednesdays ð WOW. 

PBS PKH 1MH 1SB 2FJ 2KG 3/4 
SB 

3/4 
SW 

3/4 
MK 

3/4 
KK 

5/6 
MH 

5/6 
JM 

5/6 
LA 

5/6 
CA 

124 108 104 129 138 133 183 114 120 133 165 88 108 90 

    3
rd

 =4th 1st   =4
th

 2
nd

    

 

 
 
 

 
For our final week of Term 3, our’ You Can Do It’ focus is Resilience. 
Nikita used resilience once when a child said her that art work wasn’t that good.  Nikita didn’t let it worry 
her.  She knew her art work was good and that she was doing her personal best.  
Katie used resilience when someone said that the book she was reading was really easy.  Katie didn’t let 
the child’s comment bother her.  She was enjoying the book and kept reading.  
Olivia was resilient when her dog died.  She knew that her dog had had a wonderful life being with her 
family so although she was sad, she decided that she would try to focus on positive thoughts. 
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Term 3 Week 8 You Can Do It Awards 

Child Class Foundation 

Jack W Prep KH Persistence 

Gemma S Prep BS Persistence 

Andrea G 1SB Confidence 

Meagan C 1MH Organisation 

Lulu A 2FJ Resilience 

Eloise S 2KG Persistence/Resilience 

Kate B 
Jasmine D 

3/4KK Getting Along 
Persistence 

Selin O 3/4SW Confidence 

Samuel D 3/4SB Confidence/Persistence 

Ollie T 3/4MK Confidence/Persistence 

Kent C 5/6LA Organisation 

Jessica R 5/6MH Confidence/organisation 

Emily T Art Confidence/Organisation 

Mina 
Aya 
Meagan C 

Japanese Getting Along 
Getting Along 
Confidence/Organisation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENERGY SAVING TIP OF THE WEEK 

Being energy smart you can reduce your energy bills and help our environment. 
This week’s energy saving ideas that you can use are: 

 Maintain your heater. Keep reflectors shiny and dust-free, and clean air 

filters regularly. Service all heaters according to the manufacturer’s 

instructions. 

 Turn heating system completely off if you are going away on holidays.  

 Ceiling fans, heat shifters or personal fans are useful ways to return heat 

that has risen up to a second storey, or collected at ceiling level, back 

down to floor level again. This can save over 10% of heating costs.  
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Icy Pole Sales Help  
 

CHIL DS NAME: _____________________________ CLASS: ____________ 

PARENT NAME: ______________________ CONTACT NO: ______________ 

I am interested in volunteering to assist with the Icy -Pole sales.  

I am able to assist on the following days  

o Monday 11am ð 12pm (if sufficient volunteers)  

 

o Wednesday 11am ð 12pm  

 

o Friday 11am -12pm  

 

Signature: _____________________________________ DATE: ____________ 

 

 

 

 


