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COMING EVENTS 

2009 DATES 

Friday 7
th
 August Athletic sports day Grades 4 – 6 (weather permitting) 

Monday 10
th
 August Grade 5/6 Excursion - Ceres 

Tuesday 11
th
 August  Last day for August Uniform orders (Sunhats) 

Wednesday 12
th
 August Prep 2010 Tour 2.30pm 

Family Life Evening Sessions (see article for times) 

Friday 14
th
 August 55 Word Competition Due 

Tuesday 18
th
 August Premiers Reading Challenge finished 

Wednesday 19
th
 August Prep 2010 Tour 6.00pm 

School Council all welcome 7.00pm 

Friday 21
st
 August Parent Races Night  

Thursday 27
th
 August Fathers Day Wrapping 

Grade 3/4 Science Incursion 

Friday 28
th
 August Crazy Hat and Hair Day (see article) 

Tuesday 1
st
 September Uniform Shop Open 8.30am – 9.00am 

Sunhats must be worn until 30
th

 April 2010 

Wednesday 2
nd

 September Parent evening Spelling Forum  

Friday 4
th
 September Father’s Day Stall 

Tuesday 8
th
 September Last day for September Uniform orders 

Thursday 10
th
 September Special Lunch Day (Subway Rolls) 

Friday 11
th
 September Lunch Disco, fundraising Grade 6 Graduation 

Wednesday 16
th
 September Prep Incursion Mini Beasts 

School Council all welcome 7.00pm 

Wednesday 16
th
 – Friday18

th
 September Grade 3/4 Camp Weekaway 

Friday 18
th
 September End of Term 3 – 2.30pm Finish 

 

 

PRINCIPAL REPORT 

 
Student VELS Performance ï Half Year Data 

Last week our teams analysed our first half year performance in English and Maths.  Comparisons were made 
against the inspirational targets for each year level.  The data was grouped ï into three categories for above the 
expected level, at and above that expected levels and below the expected levels.  The learning teams first 
discussed their own horizontal progress data and tracked each studentôs performance.  The English and Maths 
teams also look at the data vertically.  As a staff team we discussed our whole school performance on a 7 year 
diagonal chart, so that we could look at the value added each year. 
 
I am pleased to report that we have met and surpassed the majority of half year performance targets.  The data 
sets will be presented to School Council at our next meeting. 
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Year 5/6 Student Attitude Survey 
The results are the best we have had in 9 years.  The school performance for Year 5/6 student attitude 
engagement is in the top 50% to 75% of the state in 7 of the 11 indicators.  Our performance indicators show we 
are in the top 75% to 100% of the state.  The school has shown improvement in 8 of the 11 engagement 
indicators.  The girls attitude is marginally higher than the boys.  (Please note this is a statewide trend).  The year 
6 attitude was slightly more positive than the Year 5.  The indicators measured were student wellbeing, teaching 
and learning feedback and relationships. 
 
Copies of this DEED data is available from the newsstand. 
 
Traffic in Odin Street ï WARNING 
I am seriously considering calling the Moonee Valley Traffic Officers to book parents who are double parking and 
then calling their children out to jump into the vehicle in the middle of the road.  As well as holding up all the traffic, 
this is illegal and dangerous.  Of particular concern is the driver a large grey tray vehicle or ute who I witnessed on 
several occasions. 
 

From The Office 

 Office hours are 8.45am ï 4.00pm.   

 
Enrolments Prep 2010: If your child is due to 
start Prep and you havenôt yet enrolled could you 
please do so urgently as we will be finalizing 
numbers shortly. 
 

Messages for Children: Messages given out 
to children at the end of the day are for 
emergencies only.  Please make sure your children 
are aware who they are going home with IN THE 
MORNING, before school 
 

School News 

Bullying Survey: As part of our Anti Bullying 
program, all students are currently being surveyed 
to establish if they believe they have been bullied at 
school this year.  Results will be  collated and all 
reported incidents followed up. 

 
House Athletics Carnival: The Grade 4-6 
House Athletics Carnival will be held on Friday, 
August 7 th at the Coburg Athletics Track.   
Occasional Food (Chocolate) Drive: 
Thank you to the families who have sold their 
chocolates.  Please return money or unsold 
chocolates to school by Friday 7 th August. 

 

Uniform News:  
If you are able to help with the opening of our 
uniform shop on the 1st Tuesday of each month 

from 8.45am -9.15am approximately we would 
appreciate your help.  Please contact Anne 
Patralakis for more details. 
 

Sunhats: Start Thinking about sunhats for August 

Uniform Order.  In line with our Sunsmart Policy, all 
students are required to wear as school  sunhat 
form 1st September ï 30th April. Please check your 
cupboards to ensure your child has a hat prior to the 
close of our August Orders.  
 

Water Bins for Sale - $40:  With the 
installation of our new water tank and further tanks 
attached to the new building, we now have a 
number of  ówaterô binsô  for sale. As you may recall, 
these are large plastic wheelie bins, attached to 
downpipes and fitted with taps to remove the 
accumulated water. The bins themselves cost 
approx $90 without the fittings. We have several for 
sale for $40. They would make water collection at 
home an easy option. Please contact Jenni L if you 
are interested in purchasing one(or more)  
 

Cybersafety: A reminder to all our families about 
the ever increasing issue of safety on the internet. 
We canôt stress enough the importance of closely 
monitoring your childôs computer/ internet use. 
Excellent Information on internet safety for families 
can be found on www.netalert.gov.au. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baby Congratulations 

Georgia O (1SB) is excited to announce that she now has a baby bother Ryder.  
 

http://www.netalert.gov.au/
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Excursion Costs 

Some parents have noted there has been an increase in the cost of excursions this year. We acknowledge that 
this is the case but unfortunately it is out of our control.  In addition to increased costs of venues (in line with CPI), 
bus costs have increased due to petrol costs and our requests for seat belted buses.  Excursions form an 
important part of the curriculum by providing our students with shared experiences beyond the ówalls of the 
schoolô. We are most conscious of the costs involved and therefore aim to support our families by only scheduling 

one excursion / camp / swimming per term for each class. 

 

 

Walking School Bus Routes 
Streldon Avenue bus., please contact Mary R 0412669329, or Jodie H:  0438358309). 
Operating Tuesday & Wednesday mornings.  Wednesday mornings fully booked. 
Strathmore Football Club bus has commenced again. For details please contact Marji N.   
0429 380 692. 

 
 

 

Fatherõs Day Stall  

Our annual Fathers Day stall will be held on Friday 4th September where all students will 
have the opportunity to purchase gifts. A range of items will be available, priced between 
$1- $5. As ómany hands make light workô, anyone available to assist either on the day or 
with wrapping on Thursday 27th August would be welcomed. Please return the slip on the 

final page of the newsletter. 
 

Family Life Sessions ð Wednesday August 12
th

 

We highly recommend these sessions to all our families 
There are still vacancies in all sessions. Please return booking slips and payment by Monday 10th August.   
Year 1 & 2:   5.45pm -6.45pm  (Focus: Body Basics) 
Year 3 & 4:    7.00pm -8.00pm  (Focus Where Did I Come From?) 
Year 5 & 6:  8.15pm -9.15pm  (Focus: Puberty Clues) 
Admission per family: 1 Session - $15, 2 Sessions -$20, 3 Sessions- $25 
 
 

Scientists in Schools Program 

Strathmore North Primary has registered for the Scientists in Schools program, which is an Australian government 
initiative with CSIRO that allows scientists and schools to work together. 
The aim of the program is to create and support long-term professional partnerships between 
scientists and teachers. Its purpose is to promote a deeper understanding of the importance of 
science in our society for students and teachers, and through them, the wider school community.  
Schools and scientists are matched up to form a partnership that is supported by mentoring, source of 
ideas, role model/aspirations for students, resources, emails, phone calls and face-to-face events to 
help promote and assist with science within the school. 
Depending on the availability, location and type of scientist requested we will be matched up with one soon.  
 

Spelling: The Education Sub-Committee looks forward to hosting a Learning Community Spelling Forum 

on the evening of  Wednesday 2nd September. An invitation will be sent home to all families with the intention of 
clarifying components of teaching spelling and how parents can help their child/ren at home. Please reply to the 
invitation when it arrives home. 
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Junior School Council News 

Red Nose Day 
We raised $351.60 for Sids and Kids Victoria by selling red noses and wrist banks last term.  Thank you to 
everyone who helped support this cause. 
 
CORKS, CORKS, CORKS 
We are still collecting corks and plastic stoppers for the Motor Neuron Association. They then sell the corks to 
make money to purchase wheelchairs for people who have lost limbs.  Please send your corks to School and put 
them in the box, near the 3/4 line area. By the end of the year, we would like to send off lots of them and make a 
difference to someone! 
 
Junior School Council Blog 
We have a blog on the internet trying to let everyone in the school community know about our JSC activities and 
how we support different causes. Please feel free to visit at:   http://snpsjsc.blogspot.com/  and leave a 
comment for the JSC members. 
 
Thank you, JSC members 

Premierõs Reading Challenge: Last week a PRC lunchtime meeting 

was held for children. Passwords were re-issued and questions answered. This is the final 
reminder that all reading and entries should be uploaded by Tuesday 18th of August. Miss 
Xinopoulos encourages any students who did not attend the meeting and needs some 
support to her before this date. Best wishes to all and congratulations to all the participants. I 

am sure the rewards are beyond improved knowledge. The PRC weblink: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc. 

2009 Story Writing Competition 

  
55 WORDs is all it takes to participate in this yearõs WRITING COMPETITION. 
 
This is another final reminder for all children to be encouraged in participating. All 
pieces will be published in a school record book for historical cataloguing. Participants 
receive a certificate of participation and winning entries are judged across the school 
by our Junior School Council representatives.  

  The only criteria are it must be exactly 55 words and linked to the topic PATCHES!  
 

Pick up your pen! 
Scribble some ideas! Just begin! 

Write of old recycled clothes with patches; 
Woollen, cotton, synthetic and blue. 

Write about grass stain patches from cricket matches. 
Scrubbing hard to remove! 

Pirates wearing black eye patches. 
Here we name a few. 

Can you see it doesnôt take long to write 
A patchy brew? 

 
 Start writing and place your entry in the Green Competition Box in our school Library. This competition closes 
Friday 14th August.  
The Rules: 

  Open to all year levels. Children in Prep and Year 1 may have assistance from their parents as scribes. 
(Ideas must come from the child) 

 Stories MUST be EXACTLY 55 words in length. It is a CHALLENGE! 
 

ENTRY FORM       Your Details 

Name:ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Year Level: éééééé. Class: éééééé.Age: ééééééé  
 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
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Advance Notice -   Prep ð 2 Swimming Term 4   2009 

As part of the Health and Physical Education Curriculum, Prep-2 students are being 
offered swimming lessons at Maribyrnong Aquatic Centre, Maribyrnong ï (opposite 
Highpoint West). The sessions will be held in a nine day intensive block commencing on 
Tuesday   6 th October and will be conducted each day until Friday  16  th October 2009. 
The sessions are based on water safety and confidence, expanding students' knowledge 

and ability to swim different strokes, as well as increasing students' stamina and fitness.  
The cost for the nine sessions will be $90.00. Consent forms and payment details will be sent home with students 
NEXT week to be returned by week 9 of this term. 
Any queries please contact your classroom teacher or see me, 
Thank you, Faye Giulieri, Swimming Coordinator 
 

 

Transition Year 6-7 

On Friday 28 th August we have invited a number of Grade 6 students from last year to return to SNPS and share 
their experiences of starting secondary school with our current Grade 6 students. This will be an excellent 
opportunity for our current Grade 6 students to hear about the challenges, excitement and new experiences they 
will face as they begin a new phase in their life. 
 
The returning students will be from different secondary schools and will be able to offer a range of perspectives 
about life in secondary school. 
 
I am sure our Grade 6 students will appreciate and enjoy this opportunity.  
 
Joanne McCafferty 
Transition Coordinator 
 

Roles and Responsibilities of School Council and Members 

The responsibilities of school council include:  
Å  developing the strategic plan (the document that tells people what the school wants to achieve in the future 

and how it plans to get there);  
Å  approving the annual budget (the financial plan for the calendar year that tells people how the school is going 

to provide money so it can implement its strategic plan in that year);  
Å  setting and reviewing policies (guiding principles designed to influence decisions, actions that the school 

makes);  
Å  developing, reviewing and monitoring both the Student Code of Conduct (how the school expects students 

to behave, how bullying will be managed and the school's approach to managing student behaviour) and the 
School Dress Code (this includes how students are expected to dress during school hours including 
traveling to and from school, if the school has a uniform and what that looks like, and any arrangement with 
clothing suppliers that the school might enter into);  

 
Å  raising money for things that the school needs;  
Å  making sure the schoolôs grounds and buildings are maintained;  
Å  entering into contracts for things like cleaning the school or a school council building project;  
Å  creating interest in the school within the community; and  
Å  principal selection. 
Å Parent members on school council bring their experience as parents at the school and the views of the wider 

school community to school council meetings.  
Å  DEECD employees bring their educational expertise to school council meetings.  
Å  Community members, if they are on school council, most often bring a particular skill to school council. They 

might bring accounting skills or building skills or some other skill that the school is looking for at that time.  
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Artist in School:  Update 6! 

A very BIG THANK-YOU to all families who donated cardboard cylinders, bubble wrap and other items to support 
our year 3/4project works with our Artist in School Annette Sax. 
For the remaining few Fridays each class will continue to work on their own book publications as they also 
experience the process of Annette illustration the book ñYurriôs Hutò by Sue Atkinson.  An album is currently being 
put together of the different experiences the children have had and we hope to report more on the learning journey 
to date. Please continue to forward any of the following items to our art room as these will add dimension to the 
childrenôs illustrated books. 

- Old buttons, ribbons, studs, coloured cotton/wool, fine wire. 
- Old fabrics of various textures  

If you havenôt looked yet, you can see some snapshots on the Art Blog designed by Ms Duke; at 
http://snpsartroom.blogspot.com 
 

 

 

This week our YCDI focus is Organisation. 
Our whole school focus for weeks 3/4 is CONFIDENCE.  Common examples of confident behaviour include: 

 Trying something new 

 Talking with a strong voice 

 Trying to do something challenging without asking the teacher for help  

 Answering a difficult question  

 Joining in group activities 

 Expressing their opinion 

 Volunteering to do something in public 
Parents can help their child develop confidence in many ways.  This includes modelling the above behaviour 

 

 

Walk (or Ride) On Wednesdays ð WOW. 

Congratulations! It is wonderful to see the increase in the SNPS level active transport to school since we 
commence tur Walk on Wednesday program.  Data is submitted monthly to Bicycle Victoria who provide graphs to 
track our results.  In July 2009 we had 65.3 % of students walking or riding compared to less than 50% at the 
same time last year.  Our aim is to get back to and maintain the 70% we had in March 2009. 
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Star Attendance 

 óStar Attendanceô is part of our implementation of the DEECD óItôs Not OK to Be Away Programô. This statewide 
initiative is aims reduce the rate of absences in schools. Like many schools our absence rate has been increasing 
and the aim is to educate students that the only reason for absence is illness 
 
Each month, each class is presented with a certificate naming students who have had no absences for that month. 
These are displayed in the rooms and the studentsô concerned tare awarded house points as a reward. 
 
 
Congratulations to our SUPER STAR ATTENDEES for Semester One: 

Mia, Olanda, Amy (PBS), Elias (PKH), Noah (1MH), Jai(1SB), Shannon(2FJ),  
Jeremy, Jason,  Ellie Y(5/6CA), Bonnie (5/6LA), Nikita (3/4KK), Laura (3/4SB). 
These Children have had no absences from school for Terms 1 and 2. 

 

 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

A BIG HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL THE STUDENTS WHO ARE CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAY 
 THIS MONTH, DONôT FORGET TO VISIT THE OFFICE FOR YOUR BIRTHDAY PENCIL: 

PREP:      Vincent W, Wil S, Harper S, Oscar D 
GRADE 1:   Thomas W, Simon S, Lachlan D 
GRADE 2:   Eloise S, Zara M, Oshanie E, Oshan W 
GRADE 3:   Marci S, Fae S, Devin M, Dean M 
GRADE 4:   Mirza D, Michael B, Nilushan W, Laim B, Nikita S, Ming Jie G   
GRADE 5:   Marilyn S, Nicholas S, Lachlan C, Katherine T, Jessica D, Sean P, Carey J, Cain F, Monique N,      
                    Jasmin E 
GRADE 6:   Jeremy L, Carly H 
 

 

 

Netball Congratulations 

Our netball ñAò team had their second zones game against St Thereseôs on the 29th of July. 
Unfortunately we lost 22/10. We are all proud of ourselves for winning all games last season. Hopefully 

next year our new óAô team will be as successful.  

 

 

 

Hoop Time Carnival 

Well done to Damien P, Brandon P, Jaydon H, Jaycob B, Zoe H, Harry C, Darcy K, Marcus A, 
Lachlan M and Joshua B who were successful in winning the McDonaldôs Hoop Time Competition.  
They performed brilliantly and conducted themselves extremely well.  As a result of their win they now 
go on to play schools at the regional level.  A big thank you to all our parents and families that 
supported and helped on the day. 
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Term 3 Week 3 You Can Do It Awards 

Child Class Foundation 

Semira H Prep KH Persistence 

Harper S Prep BS Getting Along/Organisation 

Jackson M 1SB Persistence 

Ellie A 1MH Organisation 

Holly B 
Ruby P 

2FJ Confidence 
Organisation 

Lucia S 2KG Confidence 

Hayden K 3/4KK Confidence 

Saxon S 3/4SW Persistence 

Zoe B 3/4SB Confidence 

Jordan R 3/4MK Confidence 

Carey J 5/6JM Confidence 

Lauren B 5/6CA Persistence 

Blake M 5/6LA Persistence 

Rachael B 
Tom W 

5/6MH Getting Along 
Confidence/Persistence 

Hannah M Computers Getting Along 

Vincent W Art Confidence 

 

 

 

Term 3 Week 4 You Can Do It Awards 

Child Class Foundation 

Jeffery T Prep KH Persistence 

Aden P Prep BS Persistence 

Liam N 1SB Getting Along 

Lachlan D 1MH Confidence 

Lily D 2FJ Confidence 

Billi N 2KG Confidence 

Sarah T 3/4KK Persistence 

Jack B 3/4SW Persistence 

Danya L 3/4SB Persistence 

Mitchell C 3/4MK Confidence 

Michael A 5/6JM Getting Along 

Katherine T 5/6CA Getting Along 

Etienne L-C 5/6LA Persistence 

Danielle E 5/6MH Organisation 

Daniel B Japanese Getting Along 
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ENERGY SAVING TIP OF THE WEEK 

Meet SNPSõs Water Saving 

Mascot  
Our Design -A-Mascot competition invited students to design a 

character to be used to promote water saving within our school. 

The winning design was drawn by Hayden E. Congratulations to 

Hayden and thank you to all students who entered the 
competition.  

A special mention to Aleks M for naming our mascot òH2Joeó and to Melanie R, Shika C 

and Gracie H who received a High Commendation award.  
 

ENERGY SAVING TIP    

Being energy smart you can reduce your energy bills and help our environment. 
This weekôs energy saving ideas that you can use are: 
 
WINTER HEATING 
ü Use a space heater or portable heater instead of a whole house central heater if only one room needs 

heating. 
ü Open curtains and drapes on sunny winter days to let the sunlight in to heat up the room instead of a 

heater. 
ü Turn off heating overnight and when you are out during the day. Use a timer to switch the unit on just 

before you get home. Try and choose heaters with thermostat controls and timers.  
 

 

---------------------------------------- " ---------------------------- -----------------  

 

FATHERS DAY HELP ROSTER  

 
CHILDS NAME: _____________________________ CLASS: ____________ 

PARENT NAME: ______________________ CONTACT NO: ______________ 

 

I am able to assist with  

 Wrapping Thursday 27 th   August  9.00am  

 

Selling on Friday 4 th  September  

 8.45am ð 11am  

 12noon ð 2.30pm  

 2.30pm ð 3.30pm pack up  

 

Signature: _____________________________________ DATE: ____________ 
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RACES NIGHT TICKETS ORDER FORM  

$30 per person  

 
CHILDS NAME: _____________________________ CLASS: ____________ 

PARENT NAME: ______________________ CONTACT NO: ______________ 

 

NUMBER OF TICKETS REQUIRED:__________________  

TOTAL ENCLOSED:________________________________ 

  

Signature: _____________________________________ DATE: ____________    

 

------------------------------- ---------" ---------------------------------------------  

 

 

 

RACES NIGHT  HELP ROSTER  

 
CHILDS NAME: _____________________________ CLASS: ____________ 

PARENT NAME: ______________________ CONTACT NO: ______________ 

 

I am able to assist with  

 Set -up during the day  

 Bet Taking for Races  during the evening  

 Security (1/2 hour roster)  

 Pack -up Friday night   

Signature: _____________________________________ DATE: ____________    

 ---------------------------------------- " ------------------------------ ----------------  

 

FAMILY LIFE NIGHT WEDNESDAY 12 th  AUGUST  

 
CHILDS NAME: _____________________________ CLASS: ____________ 

PARENT NAME: ______________________ CONTACT NO: ______________ 

We will be attending  

 Session 1  

 Session 2  

 Session 3  

Total enclosed $:_______________  Cash or cheque (payable to Family Life)  


