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COMING EVENTS 

2009 DATES 

Monday 13
th
 July Term 3 Commences 9.00am 

Tuesday 14
th
 July Uniform Shop Open 8.30am – 9.00am 

Last day July Uniform Orders.  
N.B Same day due to holidays. 

Wednesday 15
th
 July School Council Meeting all welcome 7.00pm 

Thursday 16
th
 July Prep Breakfast at school 9.00am 

Monday 20
th
 July Grade 1/2 Excursion Scienceworks 

Tuesday 21
st
 July Prep 2010 Tour 9.00am 

Chocolates Distributed 
New level personal Training Info Session – 7.00pm 

Saturday 25
th
 July Working Bee 

Tuesday 4
th
 August Uniform Shop Open 8.30am – 9.00am 

Thursday 6
th
 August Maths Competition 

Friday 7
th
 August Athletic sports day Grades 4 - 6 

Monday 10
th
 August Grade 5/6 Excursion - Ceres 

Tuesday 11
th
 August  Last day for August Uniform orders 

Wednesday 12
th
 August Prep 2010 Tour 2.30pm 

Family Life Evening Sessions 

Wednesday 19
th
 August Prep 2010 Tour 6.00pm 

School Council all welcome 7.00pm 

Friday 21
st
 August Parent Races Night  

Tuesday 1
st
 September Uniform Shop Open 8.30am – 9.00am 

Friday 4
th
  September Fathers Day Stall 

Tuesday 8
th
 September Last day for September Uniform orders 

Wednesday 16
th
 September School Council all welcome 7.00pm 

Wednesday 16
th
 – Friday18

th
 September Grade 3/4 Camp Weekaway 

Friday 18
th
 September End of Term 3 – 2.30pm Finish 

 

LAST DAY SCHOOL FRIDAY 26
TH

 JUNE 

EARLY DISMISSAL 2.30PM 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

 

 

mailto:strathmore.north.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.snps.vic.edu.au/
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PRINCIPAL REPORT 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
Firstly, congratulations to our students on their achievements during first semester.  

I would also like to thank our school community for their ongoing support programs. 
 
Working Bee – Saturday 20th June 2009 
On behalf of school council I would like to thank the 63 adults and their children who were able to attend our 
working bee.  We completed lots of preparation in order to start our building project.  Individual thank-you are 
being sent to our families.  Bronson House won the house competition with 85 points. 
 
Professional Learning for Staff 
At Strathmore North we are committed to improving the quality of learning and teaching so that we can continue to 
have a significant impact upon your child‟s education. A number of teaching and curriculum teams are attending 
professional learning programs in Literacy, Numeracy, and ICT. Some of these compulsory programs are 
delivered by the Western Metropolitan Region (WMR) to support the implementation of the 2009 to 2011 WMR 
Blueprint for School Improvement in schools.  These programs are extending our instructional teaching and 
leadership whilst enabling us to build stronger school networks across the region and state.  
 Teachers are required to commit to 20 hours Professional development a year (or 100 hours every 5 years) in 
order to meet their teaching registration renewal with the Victorian Institute of teaching.  At least one third of this 
time must be research and knowledge sourced from outside the immediate school or work environment. This may 
include visits to other schools looking at innovative or best practice. We thank-you in anticipation of your 
understanding in relation to staff absence due to professional development days.  
 
Ban on Smoking – Memo S299-2009 

 As of 1 July 2009, the Minister of Education will exercise the power vested in the Education and Training 

Reform Act 2006 to prohibit smoking on all Victorian government school premises. 

 Now the ban includes all activities that take place on the school grounds and within all school buildings, 

both during and outside of school hours.  This promoted the message that non-smoking is actively 

encouraged by the Victorian Government. E.g. Auskick, Neighbourhood Watch etc. 

Water Bins for Sale - $40.00 
We have a few water recycling bins available for purchase.  If you are interested they are available for a $40.00 
donation. 
 
 

From The Office 

Change: Just a reminder that we don‟t carry 
change at the office or uniform shop.  Correct 
money only please.  
 
Enrolments Prep 2010: Our enrolments for 
Prep 2010 have commenced.  If you have a child 
starting Prep next year we would appreciate it if you 
could enrol early so we can have an idea of 
numbers. Call into the office and pick up an 
enrolment form.  

 
For Sale: School skirt size 6.  Excellent condition 

only worn a few times.  Call Joanne 9323 4996. 
 

Dogs at School: A reminder please, that if you 

bring a dog to school when dropping off / collecting 
children, it must be on a leash.  Please also note, 
that dogs are not permitted in the school building, 
even if being carried. 

 
Yard Duty Supervision: The schoolyard is 
supervised between the hours of 8.45am and 
3.45pm.  Children should not be in the school 
ground without parent supervision outside these 
times both before and after school. Out of Hours 
School Care is available if required 
 

School News 

Harbour Town Painting Competition: The 

students in Prep-2 are participating in the Harbour 
Town Painting Competition. Students were required 
to paint a picture about “Winter” on the canvases 
provided by Harbour Town. These will be displayed 
throughout the complex at the Harbour Town 
Docklands Melbourne starting on Monday 29th July 
for a limited time. The students have painted 
fantastic pictures and they are well worth going to 
see. Thanks Sharyn 
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Staff and Student Absence:  Due to illness 
there has been a large proportion of staff and 
student absence in the last few weeks.  The school 
has made every effort to maintain consistency in our 
teaching programs.  We ask for your understanding 
and cooperation during these challenging times.  
 

Uniform News: Please note that due to the 
holidays, July shop opening and order closures are 
on the same day, Tuesday 14th July (Week 1, Term 
3). 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Choir Congratulations 

Congratulations to our school choir for their outstanding performance at our school assembly last 
Monday.  A big thank you to Kate Ridgeway and her helpers for organising the school choir 
during Term 2.  We look forward to more brilliant performances in Term 3 and 4. 

 

 

Walking School Bus Routes 
Streldon Avenue bus., please contact Mary R 0412669329, or Jodie H:  0438358309). 
Operating Tuesday & Wednesday mornings.  Wednesday mornings fully booked. 
Strathmore Football Club bus has commenced again. For details please contact Marji N.   
0429 380 692. 

 
 

Occasional Food (Chocolate) Drive. 

In Term 3 we will be conducting another fundraiser for Strathmore North Primary School.  Packs of Cadbury 
Chocolates will be sent home on Tuesday 21st July for our families to sell until Friday 7 th August.  Each pack 
contains a range of 24 items (including 85gm blocks of chocolate and 30gm pkts of the natural confectionary 
lollies) which sell for $2.50 each.    
 
If, however, you feel you can‟t support our school in this way, please feel free to contact the office (in writing 
preferred) before Friday 18th July to advise that you would prefer that a pack is not sent home. 
 
Assistance will be needed on Tuesday 21st July to sort, label and distribute the boxes. If you may be able to assist 
please complete and return the slip on the back page of the newsletter. 

 

Family Life Sessions - Simple, Sensitive, Straight Forward 

Education in Human Sexuality 

One of the more challenging aspects of being a parent can be „talking about the birds and bees‟. If you are not 
sure where to start with this, Family Life sessions are a great way to assist you in starting the conversations at an 
age appropriate level. If you have had these discussions, Family Life is a wonderful reinforcement. 
40,000 young people and their families participate in Family Life sexuality education every year. These programs 
emphasise the importance of family. Trained educators conduct programs that support parents in helping their 
children learn. 
 
Year 1 & 2:   5.45pm -6.45pm  (Focus: Body Basics) 
Year 3 & 4:   7.00pm -8.00pm  (Focus Where Did I Come From?) 
Year 5 & 6:  8.15pm -9.15pm  (Focus: Puberty Clues) 
Admission per family: 1 Session - $15, 2 Sessions -$20, 3 Sessions- $25 

We highly recommend these sessions to all our families 
Further Information, including a return / payment slip will be sent home in Week 2 Term 3. 
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Fundraising Report 

SCHOOL OVAL PROJECT 
The school was successful in receiving $150,000 in the National School‟s Pride Grant (Round 2.)  This grant will 
be used to establish a new synthetic grass sporting field on our current school oval.  We believe this will benefit all 
students for years to come.  It will support our students‟ physical and sporting development, as well as providing 
social and play benefits. 
 
Unfortunately, the grant will not cover the whole costs of this project.  
 
We are aiming to raise $30,000 in 2009 to support this project.  $30,000 is an ambitious goal and we 
understand that in the current economic times this target may not be achievable, however we encourage the 
whole school community to get behind our major fundraising effort for 2009. 
 
Throughout the year we plan to show how much we have raised in the newsletter by a fundraising thermometer.  
This is so families can keep an eye on our progress towards our goal of $30,000.  Our second fundraising 
thermometer can be seen below. Thank you so much for your ongoing support. 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TERM 3 FUNDRAISING EVENTS 
 
Entertainment Books: All entertainment books have been SOLD!!! 
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Chocolate Drive:  This year we are again going to conduct a Fundraising Chocolate Drive.  This year we have 
changed suppliers to Cadbury‟s.  Chocolate boxes will be sent home with families on Tuesday, July 21 st.   
 
Parent’s Only Evening (Races Night):  This year the school is going to hold a Races Night for our parents.  The 
event will be held on Friday, August 21st and it should be a fantastic social evening.  Further information will be 
provided early in Term 3, but parents may wish to lock in that date and start organising table groups.  
 
Father’s Day Stall:  The Father‟s Day stall will be held on Friday, September 4 th. 
 
 

Coffee Table Thank you  

We wish to thank Laurie, Mary and Gary for their kind donation of a coffee table to be part of our art show raffle.  
 
On my recent visit to Melbourne at Easter I walked down memory lane so to say and remembered many wonderful 
times at Strathmore State Primary School. I just wanted to do something to give back to the school that changed 
my life at such a young age. My first start in school was not a pleasant one until I was able to change schools and 
attend Strathmore North State School where I became a much happier young boy. Along with my sister Mary 
Caruana and good friend Gary Doig we would like to donate this table for a raffle prize at your upcoming Art Show 
and hopefully raise some money for the school. We were all among the first ever students at the school when it  
opened. 
 
Number 31  -  Mary Treagus (nee CARUANA)  Essendon, Vic 
Number 59  -  Lawrence CARUANA, Qld   
Number 63  -  Gary DOIG, West Melton, Vic 
 
Regards 
LAURIE CARUANA 
 
 

Motor Neuron Disease 

The Junior School Council at Strathmore North Primary School would like to start collecting corks for the Motor 
Neuron Disease cork fundraiser.  They will be near the parent information stand so you can bring your corks in to 
donate.  This fundraiser has been running for 20 years.  The disease kills 100,000 people per year.  This disease 
has an unknown cause and the corks that are donated will be used to raise money to make wheelchairs for those 
with missing limbs.  Motor Neuron Disease is when your whole body gets paralysed over time. You can collect 
proper corks and plastic stoppers. Please help us by donating your corks.  It will be highly appreciated. 
Thankyou  
Amy Hallinan, Alana Tobgui and Jonathan Steel. 
Junior School Council Members 

 

Red Nose Day-Friday June 26
th

 

The Junior School Council is selling Red noses ($2) and wrist bands ($3) to support SIDS and KIDS Victoria. All 
money raised will go to the cause. We will sell red noses and wrist bands on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday. Unfortunately we cannot sell any on the actual day as this is the last day of the school term but we will 
be wearing them! 
Thank you 
Jake Howe, Brittany O‟Gorman, William Watson and Sean Carroll 
Red Nose committee members 
Junior School Council 
 
 

Artist in School:  Update 4! 

Our final session for term 2 involved all year 3/4 students sharing their pieces of personal writing with our artist 
Annette Sax. Together with the artist and the children‟s teacher, sketches and collages were commenced for 
the publishing stage of the children‟s writing. 
 
The key focus and involvement in term 3 will be for the children to continue with their publications and 
demonstrate the thinking processes involved in making decisions about their work. 
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At this stage we have students at different stages of their production. Some are still drafting their first piece of 
writing and others well on their way to publishing. 
The first fortnight back Annette Sax will demonstrate her skill in using silk and felting as a speciality art form and 
the children will be able to create a unique silk piece to take pride in the family home. After this it will all be 
focusing on individual publications while the artist sets out to work side by side in illustrating the author Sue 
Atkinson‟s second children‟s book. 
 
We need community help: Can you support our projects by making any of the following donations to the art 
room? 

- Bubble Wrap & Poster Tubes (old rolling pins) 
- Old buttons, ribbons, studs, coloured cotton/wool, fine wire. 
- Old fabrics of various textures  
- Old tea towels  

If anyone know of a place to get cheap or recycled frames that can be donated to the school these would 
be appreciated, especially with this being an Art Show Year. Thanks in anticipation!   

 

READING SNAP SHOTS! 

 
Caught basking in Independent Reading (out in the sunshine) one Friday were these year 3/4KK students; feet 
up and noses in books. 
 

What makes successful readers? 
Simply put, being able to get meaning out of a text is what reading is about. One strategy to help our children do 
this (and can be reinforced at home) is making PREDICTIONS about text. At home you can ask your child to 
predict what a text will be about before reading and while reading. A prediction is a smart guess of what the text 
will be about and what will happen next. What does the child think will happen and most importantly have them 
justify why they make the prediction. After predicting and reading, have your child state whether their prediction 
was confirmed or not confirmed. Ask them how they know. In our future news editions we will bring further 
strategies that will help improve our students reading at home as well as at school. Keep reading every day. 
Research shows “The average higher-achieving students read three times as much each week as their lower-
achieving classmates, not including out-of-school reading.” (Allington, Richard. 2006) 
Our Take Home Reading Program has ended for term 2 and will commence again on day 1 of term3. We do 
however encourage you to join the community library and keep the habit of reading alive.  Remember, the 
more you read the higher you achieve! 
 

Premier’s Reading Challenge: 89 students have been registered for the Challenge in our 
school.  Verifying the read books by the students has commenced. 19 students have gone on line 
to register their readings. Congratulations to the following 6 students who have completed the 
Challenge so far: Michael B, Harriet A, Deshan W, Lochlan P [ all in Yr 4], Upeksha G [Yr3] 

and Liam N [Yr 1]. 
 
At this point it is very important that the other 83 students set a routine for reading if they wish to meet the 
Premier‟s Challenge. Aside from the collection in our school library, Community libraries also encourage the 
borrowing of the titles. I would love to see all 89 registered students meet the Challenge. Please come and see me 
if there are any problems with logging on the official website www.education.vic.gov.au/prc 
The number of books from the list requires:  

30 Books for Prep to Year 2 students. You may read the stories with children in the Early years. 
        15 Books for Years 3 to 6 students. 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
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3 Way Learning Conferences:  Thank you to students and parents for their participation in 

the 3 Way Conferences. It is hoped that having the 3 Way Conferences, our students will develop confidence and 
responsibility for their learning. Please note that the only other formal reporting expectation from the DEECD 
(Department of Education) is for an end of year written report. However we always invite/welcome parents to see 
their child‟s teacher on any matter of concern. Remember the education of our children l ies in our partnership 
together and this should always be ongoing in communication. Your feedback for improving our 3 Way 
Conferences is most welcome. Please forward these on to the school.   If you were unable to attend the 
conference please call and make an appointment with your child‟s teacher after the school holidays. 

 

      Story Writing Competition 2009 

Itôs back!   The 55 WORD STORY COMPETITION  
Last year we introduced a school writing competition as something to try for the term 2 school 
holidays. Due to the amazing interest and success we had in promoting writing, we have decided 
to run the same competition for a second year. HOWEVER this year the challenge will have a 

theme: Patches! Whatever comes to mind when you think of the word PATCHES? 
 
This competition is open for all children; leading up to Children‟s Book Week. Entries need to be submitted by 
Friday 15th August and winners will be announced at School Assembly on Monday 25 th August after Children’s 
Book Week: 22nd – 28th August.  
The challenge again is to write a piece of text with 55 words.  Prizes will be given for the most original and 
interesting entries.  
Place your entry with NAME and Grade in the Green Box provided in the library by Friday 21st August.  
A collection of the best 55 stories will be published in a school book and made available to borrow for all to read!  
The Rules: 

 Open to all year levels. Children in Prep and Year 1 may have assistance from their parents as scribes. 

(Story ideas must come from the child) 

 Stories MUST be EXACTLY 55 words in length. It is a CHALLENGE! 

 The Title is not counted in the word count. 

               Be original. Be witty. Be brief. 

You may like to use the Children’s Book Week theme for 2008: Fuel your Mind. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

ENTRY FORM       Your Details 

Name:……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Year Level: ………………. Class: ……………….Age: ………………… 

Title of entry:…………………………………………………………………………………………..  

 

 

 

. 

Our ‘You Can Do It’ focus for week 9 and 10 is Resilience. 
Emotional resilience includes being able to control how anxious, down and angry an individual becomes, therefore 
children are able to use self control when very upset and calm down quickly when overly upset.  We aim to help  

children recognise their reactions to situations and to understand that they have choices in how they feel and act. 
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Walk (or Ride) On Wednesdays ð WOW. 

Congratulations to all our walkers and riders.  Term 2 winner is 3/4SB great work!   

 

PBS PKH 1MH 1SB 2FJ 2KG 3/4 
SB 

3/4 
SW 

3/4 
MK 

3/4 
KK 

5/6 
MH 

5/6 
JM 

5/6 
LA 

5/6 
CA 

132 80 79 130 158 117 204 88 181 157 171 107 112 109 

    3rd  1st  2nd 4th     

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Term 2 Week 9 You Can Do It Awards 

Child Class Foundation 

Hunter N Prep KH Persistence 

Emily C Prep BS Persistence 

Campbell M 1SB Getting Along 

Harry H 1MH Confidence 

Daniel O 

Zen S 

2FJ Organisation 

Organisation 

Zara M 2KG Resilience 

Dean M 3/4KK Persistence 

Devin M 

Elise M 

3/4SW Confidence 

Organisation/Persistence 

Taya S 3/4SB Persistence 

Laura D 3/4MK Confidence 

Sean C 5/6JM Getting Along 

Shika C 5/6CA Organisation 

Jaydon H 5/6LA Persistence 

Carley D 5/6MH Getting Along 

Mikey B Computers Persistence 

Armando M 
Harrison M 

Japanese Confidence 
Persistence 

Amelia L Art Organisation 
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       On Tuesday the 9 th of June, the grade 3/4's went to the city on an excursion to see Annette Sax‟s art work, 
which related to our topic this term, Culture. The weather was freezing and it was raining like it would never stop, 
but we were all pumped and ready to go. 
        
         When we got there we had a walk around and found an interesting looking stall by the road. There were a lot 
of tall poles lined up on a stage; all of them had little light bulbs covering the front side. The lady who was running 
the stall told us that when you stepped near a pole, the lights would turn on. It was pretty cool walking amongst the 
poles and seeing the lights.  
 
          We decided to take a snack on a bridge overlooking the Yarra River. All of us eagerly tucked in, watching 
people walking below us. Soon after that, it was our turn to go to the gallery, so we packed up our lunches and 
started the walk back. 
 
           When we reached the door to the gallery, we found Annette was waiting for us there. We climbed up what 
seemed like a million flights of stairs before we reached the 4th floor where Annette‟s work was. We found it was 
pleasantly warm in there. After a brief talk by Ms.Xinopoulos about the rules, we could go and see the work. The 
huge pieces of silk with felt patterns on them were pretty amazing. All of us marveled at how beautiful the colours 
of the ochre were and of course how wonderful Annette was at art. Then we sat down so Annette could tell us 
about her work and some of the stories behind them. It was interesting to find out how the white swan became 
black, and how to felt on silk sounded like a fairly exhausting job! After question time we walked back down the 
steps and hurriedly walked back to the bus. 
 
            We all fell into our seats, pretty relieved, because we were so tired. The ride back seemed a lot shorter 
than the one there, but maybe that was because a lot of us nearly fell asleep out of tiredness. As we walked back 
to our classes, all of us were thinking about a nice……relaxing….afternoon…..AHHH. 
             
Our experience was a valuable one and I thoroughly enjoyed it.  
                                                              Anushi Ilangamage  3/4KK 

 

 

Our Japanese Sister School 

This term we received a parcel from the sister school which is Asakawa Elementary School in Japan. The students 
from the sister school sent us a year book, origami and some letters. The year book is filled with photos of the 
children. The types of origami are cranes, flowers and animals. In this term the 3/4s have learned how to introduce 
themselves and say what they like in Japanese. Now the 3/4s are writing letters back to them.  
By Ming & Mirza (3/4KK) 

 

Strathmore North P.S. ð House Athletics Carnival 

The Grade 4-6 House Athletics Carnival will be held on Friday, August 7 th at the Coburg Athletics Track.  Further 
information will be provided at the beginning of Term 3. 
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WINTER SPORT REPORT 

 
Inter-school Sports Results vs Niddrie Primary School (1/5/09) 
Netball A  Strathmore North P.S.    36  St. Oliver‟s P.S.    9 
Netball B  Strathmore North P.S.    18  St. Oliver‟s P.S.    1 
Tee-Ball  Strathmore North P.S.    34  St. Oliver‟s P.S.    9 
Soccer  Strathmore North P.S.    2  St. Oliver‟s P.S.    6 
Football  Strathmore North P.S.    3-2 20 St. Oliver‟s P.S.    12-14 86 
 
Inter-school Sports Results vs Strathmore Primary School (8/5/09) 
Netball A  Strathmore North P.S.    37  Aberfeldie P.S.    11 
Netball B  Strathmore North P.S.    34  Aberfeldie P.S.    6 
Tee-Ball  Strathmore North P.S.    29  Aberfeldie P.S.    34 
Soccer  Strathmore North P.S.    0  Aberfeldie P.S.    18 
Football  Strathmore North P.S.    7-5 47 Aberfeldie P.S.    4-2 26 
 
Inter-school Sports Results vs Essendon North Primary School (22/5/09) 
Netball A  Strathmore North P.S.    25  Essendon P.S.    5 
Netball B  Strathmore North P.S.    22  Essendon P.S.    3 
Tee-Ball  Strathmore North P.S.    34  Essendon P.S.    24 
Soccer  Strathmore North P.S.    1  Essendon P.S.    11 
Football  Strathmore North P.S.    4-2 26 Essendon P.S.    12-17  89 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHOCOLATE DRIVE ASSISTANCE  

 
CHILDS NAME: _____________________________ CLASS: ____________ 

PARENT NAME: ______________________ CONTACT NO: ______________ 

I am able to assist with sorting, labelling and distribution of boxes 

on Tuesday 21 st  July.  

Signature: _____________________________________ DATE: ____________      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


