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COMING EVENTS  

2009 DATES 

Saturday 2
nd

 May Working Bee 8.30 am ï 12noon 

Tuesday 5
th
 May Uniform Shop Open 8.30am ï 9.00am 

Wednesday 6
th
 May Prep 2010 Tour 2.30pm 

Water Week Activity Day 
Education Sub Committee Meeting 6.30pm 

Friday 8
th
 May Mothers Day Stall 

Tuesday 12
th
 May Final Day For May Uniform Orders 

Tuesday 12
th
 May ï Thursday 14

th
 May NAPLAN ï national test for grades 3 & 5 

Monday 18
th
 May ï Friday 22

nd
 May Education Week refer to article 

Tuesday 19
th
 May ï Tuesday 26

th
 May Book Fair 

Wednesday 20
th
 May Prep Responsible Pet Owners 

School Council Meeting 7.00pm all welcome 

Thursday 21
st
 May 5 cent Fundraising competition 

Friday 22
nd

 May 1/2 Incursion CERES 
Family Dance 

Friday 29
th
 May Prep Excursion Traffic School 

Tuesday 26
th
 May Prep 2010 Tour 6.00pm 

Wednesday 3
rd

 June  Special Lunch Day 

Monday 8
th
 June Queenôs Birthday Holiday ï No School 

Wednesday 10
th
 June 3/4 Excursion ï Art Gallery 

Thursday 11
th
 June Prep RACV visit 

Prep Tour 9.00am 
Friday 12

th
 June Pupil Free Day 

Thursday 18
th
 June Prep Fire Brigade Visit 

Friday 26
th
 June Grade 6 Graduation Disco 

End of Term 2 ï 2.30pm finish 

 

 

WORKING BEE THIS SATURDAY 2
ND

 MAY  

8.30AM ð 12NOON  

WE NEED YOUR HELP  

IF YOU CAN SPARE AN HOUR OR TWO PLEASE DROP 

BY AND HELP.  

 

 

 

mailto:strathmore.north.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.snps.vic.edu.au/
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PRINCIPAL REPORT  

Dear Parents and Friends, 
Welcome back to an exciting Term 2.  I do hope that your family may have had a 

restful break.  My staff and I look forward to working with you to challenge and support your child/children to 
achieve their personal best, academically, physically and socially. 
Over the vacation Jake Numa and Greg Hallinan (two parents) and their support workers installed our Green 
Voucher 180,000 litre water tank.  The tank is designed to capture all the water from the main school building, art 
room, library and gymnasium.  On behalf of the school community I would like to extend our thanks for these 
parents for their leadership, attention to detail and organisation. 

Building Update : Better Schools Today ï we are still in the planning stage working with the architects.  

We are working on a draft plan for an innovative teaching space which has received $450,000 of funding. 

 

National Pride Monie s: We have been advised that our oval application was placed into round 2 for 

funding consideration in June. 

Building Education Revolution Funding : You may recall we have applied for a $2.5 learning 

precinct from the stimulus package funding. The school has not been notified if our application has been 
considered for Round 1 or if it will be held over to Round 2.  We are therefore, in a holding pattern. 

 

Jenni Lewis 

 

BABY NEWS CONGRATULATIONS  

Damien (5/6MH and Brandon (PKH) are excited to announce that their new baby 
brother Tyson has arrived safely.  

 

 

From The Office  

Change: Just a reminder that we donôt carry 
change at the office or uniform shop.  Correct 
money only please.  
 
Enrolments Prep 2010: Our enrolments for 
Prep 2010 have commenced.  If you have a child 
starting Prep next year we would appreciate it if you 
could enrol early so we can have an idea of 
numbers. Call into the office and pick up an 
enrolment form.  

 
Entertainment Books: are back if you are 
interested. Only $65.  A brochure is accompanying 
this newsletter.  If you are interested please contact 
the office. A sample is available for perusal. 

 
OSHC: If you need to contact OSCH to change 
arrangements please call 9374 3725 and leave a 
message.  The staff will get back to you. 

 

Medical: The school reserves the right to call an 
ambulance for any child they consider to require 
urgent medical attention.  We strongly encourage all 
our families to consider ambulance cover if they do 
not have a health care card that covers the child. 

School News  

Art Room News:  For updated information and 
photos of what is happening in the art room, as well 
as following the progress of the Artists in Schools 
Program please go to my new Blog. 
http://snpsartroom.blogspot.com 

 

Bottles,  Bottles,  Bottles: If you have any 
empty plastic bottles could you please give them to 
Miss Kilpatrick in Room 15 (Portable).   Thank you 
 
Grade 6 Uniform: We have to two 2009 Grade 

6 hooded windcheaters for sale.   Size A14. If you 
are interested please contact the office. 
 

Scholastic Book Fair: Our annual Book Fair is 
being held in the library for one week from Tuesday 
12th May. All parents, friends and students are 
welcome to attend before and after school to scoop 
the bargains! 
A poster competition is being held as part of the fair. 
Children should see their teachers or Mrs Duke for 
details. 

 

http://snpsartroom.blogspot.com/
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SoundHouse: Could all outstanding Term 2 fees 
be paid this week please. Children will not be 
permitted to attend classes until fees are paid. 
 

Water Day: Next Wednesday 6th May the whole 

school will be having a Water Day. Chiara Pacquola 
(from City West Water) will give a talk in the hall and 
then students will be involved in a range of fun 
activities, teaching our students about the 
importance of saving water.  
 
 

Working Bee Saturday 2nd May: We rely 
on parent labour to maintain a safe and stimulating 
school environment.  Remember the class with the 
most adults in attendance will receive a $100 
voucher for software or games.  Each family in 
attendance will receive 20 house points towards our 
Annual Trophy. 
 

Community  News  

For more information see the 
community news board or grab a 
brochure from the stand on: 
 

Australiaôs Biggest Book Group:  How 
would you like to be part of this years most 
sophisticated fundraising event?  Be part of the fun 
by joining Australiaôs biggest book club.  Register 
on-line and buy this years nominated book ñVersace 
Sistersò.  You will be contributing valuable funds for 
Muscular Dystrophy.  To register and for more info 
go to www.australiasbiggetsbookgroup.com. 
 

Bendigo Bank Annual Community Bank 
Day: Saturday 2nd May, 930am ï 1.00pm.  Napier 
St, Free entertainment, jumping castle and sausage 
sizzle.  Come and enjoy the fun.  
  

Kelly Sports: Enrol now for Term 2.   
Grade Prep ï 4. For more information contact Jason 
on 0402 855 522 
 

Next Generation Tennis Program:  Enrol 
for Term 2.  For more information contact Nick on 
0411882124. 
 

Raising Happy & Confident Kids: A 
seminar for parents. Go to www.kidscount.com.au 
or call 1800 176 453.  
 

Quite Music Festival Moonee Ponds: 
Sunday 10th May, 1.00pm ï 7.30pm.  For more 
information www.quietmusicfestival.com, 9243 
9191, www.incineratorasts.com.au  
 

Strathmore Secondary College 

Chaplaincy Committee: are holding a bush 
dance for the Kinglake Schools.  For more 
information call 9379 7999. 
 

Workshop Creating the Emotionally 
Confident Teen: Workshops12th & 19th May.  
For more information call 9319 95414. 
www.mindscollective.com.au. 
 

 

 
 

We Won $2500!  

Thanks to the wonderful support of our students on National ride to School Day, SNPS was successful 
in winning $2500 towards a new bike shed.  Moonee Valley Council generously donated this prize 
which will assist us in building a new shed.  The Mayor Cr Paul Giuliano will present a cheque at 
assembly on the 4th of May. 

 

Walking School Bus  Routes  
Streldon Avenue bus., please contacts Mary R 0412669329, or Jodie H:  0438358309). 
Operating Tuesday & Wednesday mornings.  Wednesday mornings fully booked. 
Strathmore Football Club bus is has commenced again in.. For details please contact Marji N.  
0429 380 692 

This route was originally started to support parents who drive to school enabling them to park at the football 
ground and avoid traffic around the school.  At present, volunteer numbers are down a little so please consider 
supporting this bus option 
Interest was expressed in starting an Oak Park Bus, if you may be interested in participating in this initiative, 
please see contact Lisa Bagnati on 9243 8762 
Mary, Jodie and Marjie have kindly agreed to be our WSB community liaison personnel, so please do not hesitate 
to speak to them if you are interested. Further information is also available on our community stand 

 

http://www.australiasbiggetsbookgroup.com/
http://www.kidscount.com.au/
http://www.quietmusicfestival.com/
http://www.incineratorasts.com.au/
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Royal Children õs Hospital Appeal 2009  

 A big thank you to all the families that support the Appeal.  We raised $240. 

ANZAC Day Ceremony  

On Friday the junior school council ANZAC day committee held an ANZAC day ceremony.It included two stories 
about ANZAC day the ode as well as a one minute silence. Each class made a wreath of flowers to lay under the 
Australian flag.  The flowers were later taken to an ANZAC day memorial in Queens Park. It was lovely to see 
parents come to share this ceremony with us. The money raised from the ANZAC day badges that the students 
bought will be going to our local RSL. 
Thankyou for your support.  Abbey, Amy, Hayley, Brittany (JSC) 
 

Education Week Happenings  

This year Education Week runs from the 18th to the 22nd of May. Listed below are some activities that have been 
planned in that week at Strathmore North. As you can see the school has a variety of activities happening that 
includes all grade levels. 
I draw your attention to the Maths activity on Thursday 21st May. This activity will be using the 5 cents the students 
have been collecting as a fundraising activity. Students will be doing a number of fun activities organised by Mr. 
Oliver and parents are invited to visit classrooms between 9am and 11am  
Many thanks, 
Jenny Kofoed and Etsuka Sawada 
 

Monday 18th Book Fair. 
Senior School to sing Japanese song at assembly. 
Art room classes to work on special theme for week 

Tuesday 
19th 

Book Fair.  
Miss Howard (ICT) to set up display of students ICT projects. 
Art room classes to work on special theme for week 

Wednesday 
20th 

 Pet Ownership/Preps 
Art room classes to work on special theme for week 

Thursday 
21st 

 Whole school 5 cent maths activity.9-11am.Parents welcome. 
 

Friday 
22nd 

 1/2 CERES Incursion 
Family Dance in evening. 

 

 

Student Wellbeing  

School Speech Pathologist  

Please be advised that our school speech pathology service has been reduced from a fortnightly to a 3 weekly 
service. Therefore, if your child is currently being seen by Colin or on the waiting list please be aware that there is 
now a reduction in Colinôs available time. If you have any concerns about this, please do not hesitate to speak to 
Anne Patralakis. 

Australian Early Development Index ð as advised in a previous newsletter 

Between May and July this year, SNPS is taking part in a nation-wide program called the Australian Early 
Development Index (AEDI). 
The AEDI looks at how young children are developing in the years before they begin school.  As part of the AEDI, 
schools around Australia will be collecting information on children in their first year of school.   
This will involve teachers completing an online óchecklistô ï like a survey or questionnaire ï for every child in their 
class.   
All Prep Parents were sent receive information about the AEDI this week in a personally addressed letter. Any 
prep parent who has not received this letter is asked to speak to their class teacher. 
You can find out more about the AEDI at www.aedi.org.au  

 
 

 

http://www.aedi.org.au/
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Students Attitude to School Survey  

On Wednesday, Ms Lewis and Mrs Patralakis conducted the óStudents Attitude to School ósurvey with all our 
Grade 5 & 6 students. This is an annual survey which provides students across the state with the opportunity to 
rank their feelings about many aspects of their school life. It looks at their relationship with staff, other students 
and feelings about their learning and the support they receive. The results will be sent to the school later in the 
year and provide the school with valuable information about student engagement and connectedness.  
This data combined with our student learning data, parent opinion survey and staff opinion survey assists us in 
setting directions for continued improvement at SNPS.  Results are presented and discussed at School Council 
and published for our community as part of our annual report. 

Uniform Shop News  

Get in Before the Price Rises  

Please note that our manufacturers have advised us that there will be an increase in prices as of the first of June. 
Therefore prices as indicated on our order forms (blue) will apply only up until our May orders.  An order form with 
new prices will be sent home with the newsletter on 28th May.   
 
As advised previously, we are working toward reducing stock to ñtry on samples onlyò.  At this stage we only have 
limited item available for over the counter sales.  These include short sleeve poloôs size 6, Rugby Tops size 6, 
Track pants size 12 & 14, and Winter skirts sizes 4, 8, 12 & 14. 

 

Key Uniform Dates for Term 2  

May Shop Opening:  Tuesday 5th May (8.30am ï 9am) 
May Orders Close: Tuesday 12th May 
June Shop opening: Tuesday 2nd June (8.30am ï 9am) 
June Orders Close: Tuesday 9th June 

Uniform Shop Specials ð available over the counter  

Size 6 Reinforced Know Track Pants with elasticed cuff - $10 

Polar Fleece Vests (sizes 8, 10, 12, Adult14, Adult16, Adult18) - $15 (limited stock available) - $12 
 

Uniform Reminder  

Please remember that our school has a uniform policy.  This does not include specific winter hats and scarves.  If 
however children are wearing these to school we encourage them to be in the school colours. 
 

Sun Hats are being sent home 
As our Sunsmart Policy does not require the wearing of sunhats from the 1st of May ï 31th August, we are asking 
children to take them home for storage until the 1st September. 

 

Mothers Day Stall : A team of willing helpers (more needed) are currently preparing for our annual 

Mother Day stall to be held on Friday 8th May.  If you are able to assist please return the slip on the back. 

 Children are encouraged to bring a cloth bag to put their goodies into. 

 

Duplicate Reports June 2009  

We have a number of separated families within the school. We are able to provide two copies of reports to families 
who require them. In the interest of saving paper and the environment, can you please assist the school by 
returning the tear off slip at the end of the newsletter if your family requires two reports.  
The closing date for the return of the slip is Friday May 22nd by 4pm please. 
The reports will be sent home with the students in the second last week of Term 2. 
Thank you 
Sally Howard Reports Coordinator 
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Walk (or Ride) On Wednesdays  ð WOW . 

Term 2 WOW has started.  Lets see who can win Term 2. 

 

PBS PKH 1MH 1SB 2FJ 2KG 3/4 
SB 

3/4 
SW 

3/4 
MK 

3/4 
KK 

5/6 
MH 

5/6 
JM 

5/6 
LA 

5/6 
CA 

31 23 27 29 33 26 39 30 42 33 21 35 21 28 

    4th  2nd  1st   3rd   

 
 
 

 
A reminder that this year we are targeting all areas of attendance.  Absent days, Late arrivals and Early 
Leavers. Class teachers will be asking for a reason why children are late if they arrive in the classroom after the 
bell has gone.  Any absences must have a written note given to the class teacher.  An absent note is available of 
the website   
March Attendance Stars there were 128  children who will all receive 10 house points each.  Their names are 
displayed on special posters outside their classroom. Congratulations to the Term 1 Attendance Stars there are 74 
children ï photos will soon be displayed in the corridor, they will also receive additional house points each. 

 

 

 

Confidence  

To develop and increase student confidence, students need to have ósuccessô experiences.  Selected school 
activities help children to develop a confident mindset. We also teach children that they can choose to think 
positive thoughts which will lead to self encouragement and confidence.  The four main habits of mind are, 

Accepting Myself, Taking Risks, Being Independent and I can do it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?  Of all water consumed in the home, about 40 per 

cent is used in the bathroom and toilet.  

TIP OF THE WEEK 
Use a cup of water to rinse 

your mouth while brushing your 

teeth instead of keeping the 

water running.  
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Term 2 Week 1 You Can Do It Awards  

Child  Class  Foundation  

Vanessa M Prep KB Persistence 

Ben H Prep KH Confidence/resilience 

Rocco S 1SB Confidence 

Brittany D 1MH Getting along 

Eliza N 

Leon P 

2FJ Getting along 

Amethy C 2KG Persistence 

Marci S 3/4KK Confidence 

Brittany O 3/4SB Confidence 

Nathan B 
Max O 

3/4SW Persistence 

Kayla A 3/4MK Persistence/confidence 

Jarrod R 5/6JM Persistence 

 5/6MH  

Orla R 
Alana T 

5/6LA Organisation 
 

Michael B 5/6CA Persistence 

 Computers  

Kent C Japanese Getting Along 

Jasmine D Art Organisation 
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MOTHERS DAY STALL  

 
CHILDS NAME: _____________________________ CLASS: ____________ 

PARENT NAME: ______________________ CONTACT NO: ______________ 

 

I am able to assist on Friday 8 th  May between  

 9am ð 11am  

 12noon ð 2pm  

 All day  

 

Signature: _____________________________________ DATE: ____________ 

 

---------------------------------------- " ------------------------ -----------------------------  

 

DUPLICATE REPORTS JUNE 2009  

The closing date for the return of the slip is Friday May 22nd by 4pm 

please.  
 

Family Name_________________________________________ 

 
Names of St udent ___________________________________Grade ________ 

Names of St udent ___________________________________Grade ________ 

Names of St udent ___________________________________Grade ________ 

 

Please provide my child with two June reports for 2009.  

 

------------------------------------------ " ---------------------- -----------------------------  

FAMILY DISCO HELP ROSTER  

 
CHILDS NAME: _____________________________ CLASS: ____________ 

PARENT NAME: ______________________ CONTACT NO: ______________ 

I am able to assist with  

 Set -up during the day  

 Bar on the night (1/2 hour roster)  

 Security (1/2 hour roster)  

 Pack -up Friday night   

 Signature: _____________________________________ DATE: ____________      
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Education Edition 6: May 2009 ñTeach them to fly with their own wings.ò 

 
NAPLAN [Year 3 & 5 National Assessment Program in Literacy & Numeracy] 
The National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) will involve students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 
from all States and Territories. This program was introduced nationally last year. Students across Australia will be 
sitting identical tests on the same three days and will be administered at school. 
The National Literacy & Numeracy testing program [NAPLAN] will be conducted in week 4.  Teachers are currently 
guiding students in how to focus on reading tests as a genre. NAPLAN will involve students in Years 3 and 5 from 
all States and Territories.  
The following NAPLAN Timetable is for Year 3& 5 Parents to note on home calendars. 
 

Year Level Tuesday 12th May Wednesday 13th May ̀ Thursday 14th May 

Year 3 Language Conventions*  
40 minutes 
 
Writing  
40 minutes 

Reading  
45 minutes 

Numeracy  
45 minutes 

Year5 Language Conventions  
40 minutes 
 
Writing  
40 minutes 

Reading  
50 minutes 

Numeracy  
50 minutes 

 
 
The Premierõs Reading Challenge: 
In the last week of term 1, all participating students were issued with a personal username and password to log 
on and explore the PRC web and upload the titles of text they read. Hopefully you have kept this safe but if you 
have lost it, classroom teachers have been issued with a copy. 
 
The official website is www.education.vic.gov.au/prc you can borrow from the collection set aside in our school 
library or become a member at your community library. It is not too late to join the challenge.  I am happy to take 
on further consent forms in the next fortnight. The challenge runs until August. Spare parent consent forms can 
be found on the school news stand near the office or come and see Ms Xinopoulos in Room 11.  Please note that 
at that in the early years with children in Prep or Year One where students are learning to read, it is okay to READ 
TOGETHER and to the child. It is a great opportunity to share the experience. 
The number of books from the Premierôs List requires:  

30 Books for Prep to Year 2 students. 
15 Books for Years 3 to 6 students.  

 
Developing Successful Readers: 
Some Important Generalisations. 
The greater the volume of reading done by students, the higher their reading proficiency and the more inclined 
they will be to read throughout their lives. Students who read widely and frequently are high achievers.  Children 
who read rarely and narrowly are low achievers.  The top 10% of children who do well in test scores read for at 
least 60 minutes each day. 
 
Reading Tip: Listen to your child read.  Predict what a text may be about. 
Ask them what they visualise as they read (what they see in their mind.   
Help them to make inferences and make predictions.   

- Why did this happen? How did they feel?  What do you think will happen next?   
- What did you enjoy about the story/book?  

You may have to read the book as well. The conversation is as important as the reading. The conversation will 
support understanding and after all thatôs what reading is about...getting meaning/understanding from text. The 
borrowing of our Take Home Reading Books re-commenced last week.  Make reading a lifestyle choice and 
habit at home.  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
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Who is Annette Sax?   ...  Our resident Artist In School!  

Last week we welcomed Annette Sax as an official school member thanks to sponsorship from Arts Victoria and 
the Department of Education. In 2008, Annette helped us apply for an Arts Victoria Grant to support our year 3/4 
student Inquiry Learning linked to Cultures, Literacy and Art. Annette has also been part of the parent artist group 
who helped complete our breezeway art project in the past. 
Annette is of Indigenous background; a Taungurung woman; her language group originates from Central Victoria.  
Annetteôs clan group is the ñNiraillumballukò which means ñcreek dwelling people.ò Annette has an Indigenous 
Business that she is the Managing Director of called ñYarn Strong Sistaò and works as an Indigenous Education 
Consultant; using both traditional and contemporary storytelling and art work to share culture with preschool and 
primary age children. Annette has a knowledge and understanding of Victorian Indigenous culture and teaches 
children and adults about the people of the Kulin Nation, who are the traditional owners of Melbourne and the 
surrounding areas.  
 
You may like to drop in and arrange a visit in our school library. Annette has had a display of her work up from last 
week until the end of next week. 
Last week the year 3/4 students met the artist and went on a walk along the Moonee Valley Creek to share her 
Indigenous stories and tune our students into thinking about their own cultural inquiries. During the walk along the 
creek Annette shared a special place where students were able to collect ochre for their collage projects during 
the term. 
The students will focus on exploring their own cultural heritage and publishing personal piece of writing using 
collage illustrations. Annette will guide our students through the thought processes as an artist and demonstrate 
various artistic skills using storytelling, collage and felting. Annette will also work on illustrating a second 
Indigenous story by Sue Atkinson who we are also hoping to involve in the writing process in guiding children 
through the stages of writing.  
. 
We are seeking support from our local community in collecting any of the following items to support our artist 
projects: 

- For storage: empty shoe boxes/ ice-cream containers, other small boxes. 
- Old fabrics of various textures for collage illustrations. 
- Old buttons, ribbons, studs, coloured cotton/wool, fine wire. 

Come see Annetteôs art work this first week and drop off any unwanted materials listed to Room 11 or the Art 
Room. Or if your child is in grade 3/4 let her/him bring these along to their class. Stay tuned for Artist in School 
updates. 
 

Author in school: Sue Atkinson  

This week the students in year 3/4 also met the author of Indigenous childrenôs stories. The artist Annette Sax will 
be illustrating one of Sue Atkinsonôs next stories based on the character named Yuri. Sue is also of Indigenous 
descent from the Yorta Yorta people. Sue spoke to the students about where her ideas came from and the 
process a writer takes to get to that final piece of writing. In the coming weekôs our own year 3/4 students will be 
researching their own family cultures. We look forward to bringing you their stories through multi-literacies. 
 

What are multiliteracies?  

We encounter knowledge in multiple forms - in print, in images, in video, in combinations of forms in digital 
contexts. Across the school we are focusing on building these areas as we explore pedagogies or teaching 
practices that prepare children for the literacy challenges of our globalized, networked, culturally diverse world. 
Increasingly students will be asked to represent their knowledge in multiple forms; incorporating these with IT- 
Information Technology. We hope our students across the school will be able to share with you their knowledge 
not only in written form but increasingly as a part and parcel of visual, audio, and spatial patterns. 
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Strathmore North Primary School  

Family Dance  

 

Circus Theme  
 

The Circus has come to school!  
 

Dress Up and enjoy the show!  
 

Prizes for Best Dressed / Most Innovative Outfits (Adults too!) 
 

Friday 22
nd

 May  

 

Where: Northern Masonic Centre, 21 Station Road. Oak Park 
Time: 7.00pm -10.00pm 

 
BYO Food Only 

 
Drinks at Bar Prices 

Pop-Corn, Fairy Floss and Glow Sticks for sale on the night 
Please bring small change 

 

Ticket Prices: 
Family:  $25 (Two adults and up to three children) 

Adults:  $10 
                 Children:  $5 

 

Please note: tickets on sale from Wednesday, May 6th.    
Due to large number attending last year, numbers will be restricted. 

 
STRICTLY NO DOOR SALES ON THE NIGHT. 

 

 

 

 

   


