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COMING EVENTS

2009 DATES
Tuesday 17" 1 Wednesday 26" February | Somers Camp (selected Grade 5/6 students)
Wednesday 18™ February No School for Preps
School Council meeting 7.00pm all welcome
Thursday 19" February School Council elections close
Footsteps Grades 3 - 6
Monday 23" February JSC Badges to be presented at assembly 3.00pm
Tuesday 24" February 3 Way Conferences i 10am Start
Wednesday 25" February No School for Preps
3 Way Conferences i 10am Start
Walking School Bus Meeting 10am Library
Thursday 26" February Footsteps Grades 3 - 6
Friday 27" February School Clean up day
Tuesday 3" March Uniform Shop Open 8.30am 1 9.00am
Wednesday 4" March 5/6 Transition and Camp information session
No School for Preps
Thursday 5™ March Footsteps Grades 3 - 6
Monday 9" March Labour Day Holiday
Tuesday 10" March Final Day for March Uniform Orders
Wednesday 11" March School Photos. Preps in attendance
Thursday 12" March Footsteps commences for P-2 for 4 weeks
Monday 16" i Wednesday 18" March Grade 5/6 Lady Northcote Camp
Thursday 19" March Footsteps P-2
Tuesday 24" March Easter Event Grade 3/ 46s
Thursday 26" March Footsteps P-2
Thursday 2™ April Footsteps P-2
Friday 3™ April Last Day Term 1
Tuesday 21% April Uniform Shop Open 8.30am 1 9.00am
Tuesday 28" April Final Day for April Uniform Orders
Tuesday 12" May i Thursday 14" May NAPLAN i national test for grades 3 & 5

10AM START TUESDAY 25™ & WEDNESDAY 26™
FEBRUARY FOR 3 WAY CONFERENCES,
OHSC AS USUAL AND YARD DUTY FROM 8.45AM

Bloly.

@ BABY NEWS CONGRATULATIONS

~Z  Yasmina (1MH) and Samira (PKH) are excited to announce that their new baby
brother Ayden has arrived safely.

SNPS Values: respect, team spirit, honesty, responsibility, personal best, friendliness, independence, caring.
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PRINCIPALS REPORT
Dear Parents and Friends,
Yesterday | attended a briefing on the Better Schools Today (BST) project, these

are state funds. We are very excited as we believe we will receive $450,000 to implement a Building Project
between August and December. The timeline is very tight. We have also been notified that we will receive a
brand new replacement double portable sometime after May. The $50,000 tank project will commence on Monday

6t April.

It is also looks optimistic that we may receive federal funds call Building the Education Revolution Program. The
money will be rolled out over the next 18 months. We may receive $2.5 million towards another Building Project.
These initiatives are very exciting and have the capacity to transform the way we teach and take our school to the

next level.

Jenni Lewis.

From The Office

AsthmapPlease ensure that the school is advised
if your child has been diagnosed with asthma. A
school asthma action plan (included in white book
pack envelope) needs to be completed. Please
note, that medication should not be stored in your

¢ h ibagd Al medication and plans should have
been handed into the office. If yours is still
outstanding please do so immediately.

Changedust a reminder
change at the office or uniform shop. Correct
money only please.

E.M.A.If you have a current concession card you
maybe be eligible for Education Maintenance
Allowance. If you have not filled out the application

form this year call in and see Karyn or Tina.

School Photog I MarchAll students will
receive an order envelope for photos please read
the instructions carefully as there are changes to
the format. If you wish to have a family photo taken

acfamily envel opeffomneeds

the office If you have any questions regarding the
photos please feel free to ask you class teacher or
contact Advance Photos direct on 9852 1133.

Religious Educatiois due to start soon but
we still have some outstanding permission forms.
Could all forms be returned ASAP so | can
accurately work out groups and room allocations.
Many thanks

Jenny Kofoed

Student Accident Insuran@geminder to
all parents that the Department of Education does
not provide personal accident insurance for

students. Parents and guardians are responsible for

paying the cost of medical treatment for injured

students, including transport costs. If you are
interested Student accident insurance policies are
available from the private insurance providers.

Uniform Shopmportant Please Read
from Friday, 20t February, we are introducing a
change in our uniform ordering procedures. Orders
with our suppliers will now only be placed once a
month, not on demand as in previous years. Full
payment will also need to be received with the

order. .
U N & Tetter WeiilinglR FroPediuresCuidrmt shbp

opening days and ordering procedures has been
sent to each family with this newsletter. Dates are
included in coming events.

If you have not received this, or would like further
information, please contact our office.

SCHOOL NEWS

Better Schols Today Building Futures

Grant:The school is in the process of applying for

a grant under the above initiative. A draft copy of

our application is on the newsstand for community

interes[t and in%ut.
0 e collected

Buildings and Groundgyou would like to

join our team they will meetings will be held at

7.00pm 1 8.00pm on Feb 26, Mar 25, Apr 30, May
27, June 24, July 29, Aug 26, Oct 28, Nov 25.

Easter Basketsf:anyone has any baskets or
boxes that we could use for the Easter Raffle could
you please bring them to Room 11 at school.

Icypoleand DrinkSales icypoles and drinks
will be available on Wednesday and Friday lunch
times only

11.10am 1 11.40am. Many thanks to our parents
volunteers who have helped this process happen.

SNPS Values: respect, team spirit, honesty, responsibility, personal best, friendliness, independence, caring.




Fruit & Yogurt Icypoles $0.80, Fruit & Milk Drinks
$1.50

Just Juice maybe purchased in liquid or frozen
form.

KeepCollecting 5 cent piecess part of
our 2009 fundraising efforts, the fundraising team,
are planning on holdinga5 CENT MONHRAIL
where classes will compete to collect the most 5cent
pieces. A Gala Day will be held to make a trail of
these around the school. So, keep collecting and
help your class win.

School CouncitlectionsThe 2009 school
council elections closes on Thursday 19t February
at4.00pm. Our first meeting of the current 2008/9
council members was held last night. This was the
last meeting for several councillors. We thank them
for the service to the community and for their
personal support.

Somers Campwe would like to wish our 8
Grade 5/6 students who are currently at Somers
Camp a safe and enjoyable time.

Working Be&aturday Z1Februarywe
would love to see you this Saturday from 8.30am i

Car Parking Stop, Kiss & Drop

12.00noon. We have many major projects going
on. Receive house point for attending families. The
class with the largest % in attendance will receive a
$50 class voucher. Lunch and refreshments will be
provided. For new families it is a great way to
connect with other parents.

Community News

For more information s ee the
community news board or grab a
brochure from the stand o n:

Strathmore Football Club Junior

Registratiomay 22 February. 11am i 2pm.
Under 106s needed

Next Generation Tennis Prograew
after school program. For more information contact
Nick on 0411882124

Moonee Valley Festivahday 1stMarch,
Queens Park. 10am i 5.30pm. Lots of activities.

Please remember that this is a 3 minute zone only. Drivers are not permitted to leave their car. It has come to our
attention that a few drivers are abusing this rule after school. |will need to speak to them personally if they

persist. We need the co-operation of all to make the traffic flow smoothly.

Schools Clean Up Day 8 Friday 27™ February

Australians generate almost 32 million tonnes of rubbish eachyearit hat 6 s

about 1.5

Australia as the second highest producer of waste in the world per capita.

Strathmore North has registered to help clean up our school and a local area on FridayFebruary 27.
Schools' Clean Up Day is specifically designed to allow students to participate in Clean Up Australia as part of a
school activity. It's a great way for students of all ages to learn about how to reduce the impact of waste on our
environment and make a real difference in their local community.

To help with the collection of any rubbish, parents are ask if they have any old buckets, tongs or plastic bags if
they could drop them off at Room 16. Also, parents/family members and are more than welcome to help if they

want(seeyourchi | d6s cl assroom

teacher for further

School Clean Up day leads up to Clean Up Australia Day on Sunday, Matdthete is a local registered

cleanup site for Sunday March 1st. Itis at:

Boeing Reserve & Strathnaver Reserve, Strathmore
Meeting PoinBoeing Reserve carpark Start time9.00am End time11.00am

Site Coordinatdraul Bird

If any families and friends would like to help, you can register yourself and find further details at the website

www.cleanup.org.au

SNPS Values: respect, team spirit, honesty, responsibility, personal best, friendliness, independence, caring.
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World Math Day - 4™ March 2009
Our school has the opportunity to participate in World Math Day, which will take place on Wednesday,
March 4.

The aim is for students all over the world to wmté answer over 50 million questions over the
challenge.

How does the challenge work?
The World Math Day challenge involves students from all over the world playing against each other in real-time
battles of mental arithmetic using the Live Mathematics and VmathLive PLAY game engine.

The game:
Students have 60 seconds to answer as many mental arithmetic questions as possible. Be careful i 3 mistakes
leads to a strike out!

Students score 1 point for every correct answer. Therefore the more students play, the more points they earn.

The level of difficulty of the questions varies according to age. Students as young as 5 years of age are able to
participate.

Each student will be allocated a username and password to use at school. A copy of this username and password
will be sent home. If you have internet access and you would like your child to play from home, they can go to the
challenge website: www.worldmathday.com

The actual World Math Day challenge commences the moment it is Wednesday 4 March west of the International
Dateline and concludes 48 hours later when it is no longer 4 March anywhere in the world. For many countries
this means that the event actually commences on Tuesday 3 March. The easiest way to confirm when the event
starts according to your time zone is to check the countdown located on the website.

Students can practice for the event straight away!

It is all about participation! This is a truly international event with students participating from all across the world.
Remember that all of these games will be played in real-time i that is your students will learn more about world
time zones and will discover that at certain times during the day they are more likely to play students from
particular countries.

Damian Oliver
Mathematics Coordinator.

Premiers Active Families Challenge: 8" March 8 19" April

The Premiers Challengeisa key part dfo tFloe owe r sngodimptoigthd i t i at i
heathandwe |l | bei ng of all Victorians. | tés a great f
more active and be healthier.

To complete the Challenge, participants need to do at least 30 minutes of physical activity per day for 30 days. To

register visit www.goforyourlife.vic.gov.au or phone 1300 7398 99

School Finishing Times 0 Please Collect your child on time or

use our aftercare program

A reminder for all parents please, that school finishes at 3.30pm and all children should be collected by 3.45pm or

registered in our afterschool program.

For safety reasons, students not collected by 3.45pm are asked to proceed to the office to ensure they are under

adult supervision. Unfortunately we have seen an increasing number of students in this category. Please note,

while our staffarewilingd o car ed6 f or st ud e thistssot amatternate fo aftercaref f i ce f o
Our office staff are very happy to assist on an occasional basis, if a situation occurs for a family.

If, however a child is left on a regulabasis or for a longer period of time (e.g. beyond 4pm), please note that they

will be enrolled in aftercare and the family charged at the regular rate.

SNPS Values: respect, team spirit, honesty, responsibility, personal best, friendliness, independence, caring.
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Education Report2:iTeach them to fly with

) 3Way Learning Conferences: Tuesday, 24 & WedneddbgpRAtary
/-  Last Friday every child from year 1 to 6 was sent home with a copy of our meeting times for 3-
Way Learning Conferences. On Friday 20t February a slip will be sent home with allocated
meeting times between you, your child and the classroom teacher. Please note that the Department of Education
requires that we hold two parent Reporting Meetings during the year. We hold one at the start of the year and one
in June, any others are by request.

The3-Way Conference to be held on above noted date
setting academic, social and behaviour goals for improving student achievements. This time is not designed as a

report meeting. Reports are scheduled for June. We request that your child accompany you to the
conferenceat the allocated time. This process allows parents, teachers and students to all be involved in the

conference process, and this will encourage our students to be actively involved in discussing needs, setting goals

and responsibility for their future learning.

To assist teachers, please contact the school if you need to cancel or are running late for an appointment.

Please not these meetings are only 10 minuted if one meeting runs late this then effect all other schedules

across the school. If you feel you require more time to discuss any issues, then please organise an altern ative
suitable time with your childdéds teacher. We tha

Please note As per School Council ratified polfgshiool will start at 10.00 am on both the Tues and Wed
of ConferencesThe Out of School Hours progveithrun from the usual time. The yard will be
supervised from the normal time of 8.45 am.

S~ Home Reading Program News 2
%f I am proud in the way this school has our students borrowing from day one of school. It is an essential
;m routine and habit worth developing and sustaining as we aim to improve student achievements but also
their knowledge and appreciation of the world. A positive and encouraging attitude helps develop a pleasure for
reading. Be model for your children and read in front of them. Again and again | hear parent feedback to
classroom teachers that the book that comes home with their child is easy and they request harder texts. Again |
wish to emphasise that the texts coming home should be easyto read so that the child and parent get a sense of
enjoyment together and the child feels encouraged by their abilities. At school we work at a level of instruction to
stretch the studentsd abilities to deatipgisehend a
getting meaning fratintp 0
Occasionally a text a little more challenging may come home that requires parents to readand witthe child
before the child reads it back to the parent.
Watch this spacé!time will be announced in the next newsletter to hold a Parent forum on Reading to explain
reading process and the home/school partnership
myself as the Literacy Coordinator. Just leave a message at the office with any concerns and we will get back to
you. Remember a daily reading routine at home is important as reading helps with other Literacy areas such as
Spelling, Writing, Speaking and Listening. This is also part of our Homework Guidelines sent home to all families.
The following may be of some guidance in gaining an idea of how your child understands the texts coming home.
Hopefully the text is easy for them. Please remember to making reading fun and not a drill process. The
experiences they have at primary school will really impact their future attitudes.

Here are some guiding questions you may like to try with your child.

Fiction Texts Factual Texts (non-fiction)

1. Tellme what the story was about in your own 1. Tellme the main subject of this book without using
words. any words that are in the title.

2. Retel the story from... 2. What 3 facts can you remember from the book?

3. What was the most important thing you learned
from reading this book?
Explain the meaning of 2 or 3 new words you

3. Who is the main character in the story? Describe
their appearance. De s cr i be t he |,

personality learned from this book.

4. What was the main conflict/problem in the story 5. Where else would you find information about this
and how was it solved? subject?

5. Was this story realistic or believable? Why do you | 6. Would you read another book on the same
think s0? subject? Why? Why not?

6. How would you rate this book and why?

Make it Funi Make it Fun! Explore together!

SNPS Values: respect, team spirit, honesty, responsibility, personal best, friendliness, independence, caring.
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The Walking School Bus Meeting

New drivers and conductors needed for 2009
A meeting for all parents whose child participates in the program and for those
interested in finding out more about our current Walking School Buses or interested in
starting a new bus route.
When: Wednesday 25t Feb 10am
Where: School Library. Lisa Bagnati from MVCC will be in attendance. We will be

'“ discussing our WSB program for 2009.

Walk (or Ride) On Wednesdays

More familiesd wal king or biking tﬁ@@ool resu
e More parental O6eyes on the str\’\eﬂ%ﬂ_
Children getting to know their community better ¢ \Tf“ o K/
Parents getting to know other parents BV N

Children leaning important road safety skills
Regul ar physical activity becomes a part of

SO, GET OUT AND START WALKING OR BIKING!

PBS | PKH | 1MH | 1SB | 2FJ | 2KG | 3/4 3/4 3/4 3/4 5/6 5/6 5/6 5/6
SB SW MK KK MH JM LA CA

18 13 24 25 27 |18 31 24 32 31 16 36 21 10
=3rd 2nd =3rd 1st

IT'S NOT OK
TO BE AWAY

This year we will be targeting all areas of attendance. Absent days, Late arrivals and Early Leavers. There
will be special awards for monthly attendance. So stayfourbis exciting new monthly segment.

I n the 06go o dehardtodget alday §ffscool. Nowv it seerss é be eaby,anaybe too easy?

The wider school community, parents and students need to fully understand the impact of missing too many
school days.

If a student has a day off, once a fortnight, this would add up to 20 days in a school year (approximately 40 weeks
in a school year). 20 days is the same as missing a tenth of a school year.

This would equal to missing a year of schooling up to year 10.

A key message that needs to be embraced by schools, parents, and the wider communityisthato 1 t 6 s Not OK
be AWheoo6fall outd of poor attendance is very re
potential and therefore limit their life choices. Also, other real consequences are:
e Social isolation
Will have gaps in their learning of knowledge and basic concepts
May feel insecure in the school environment
More likely to leave school early
Be the victims of bullying and harassment.

When you consider all the above, schools, parents and the wider community need to work in partnership with each
other to ensure students enjoy school success and as a consequence more enriching life choices.

SNPS Values: respect, team spirit, honesty, responsibility, personal best, friendliness, independence, caring.




You can po [I{]

What does Confidence mean to students at Strathmore North Primary?
AfConfidence means youByMece not afraid t
AAl ways speak up in crowdsbo. By A
AYou arendt scared to do thingsbo.

"alues

With the school year up and running it has been great to see so many students showing

the school values of friendliness, caring and respect both outside in the yard and in the classrooms.

The house points competition has also returned this year and lots of team spirit can be seen around the

school.

This weeks school value focus is respect.

At Strathmore North we always show respect by:
- considering other peoples feelings
- looking after the schools and other peop
- remembering that we are all different

Dondt forget that every day out in the yard you
of respect, caring, team spirit, friendlingg&ssonal best, honesty, responsibility and independence!

Week 3 You Can Do It Awards

Child Class Foundation
Patrick W PKH Confidence

Amisyn L PBS Confidence

Patrick F 1SB Getting Along

Hudson R 1MH Organisation

Luke G 2FJ Organisation

Isabella D Confidence/Getting Along
Liam S 2KG Getting Along

LauraC 3/4SB Getting Along

AlyssaR 3/4KK Confidence

Angelique K 3/4SW Confidence

Johnathon S 3/AMK Confidence

Jaycob B 5/6JM Confidence

Jeremy L-G 5/6CA Confidence

Jaydon H 5I6LA Organisation

Thilina T 5/6MH Organisation

Alana T Computers Confidence

Hayden K Art Confidence/Organisation

SNPS Values: respect, team spirit, honesty, responsibility, personal best, friendliness, independence, caring.

be
By




Inter-school Sports Results vs Niddrie Primary School

(13/2/09)
Congratulations to all our inter school sports teams
BatTennis Strathmore North P.S. 32 Niddrie P.S. 40

Rounders Strathmore North P.S. 20 Niddrie P.S. 18
Softball Strathmore North P.S. 7  Niddrie P.S. 14
Cricket Strathmore North P.S.  4/21 Niddrie P.S. 2/27

BUSH FIRE APPEAL

Our Grade 5/6 students felt very strong about helping the bush fire victims and organized a
collection. At assembly on Monday they presented a cheque to Mrs Patralakis on behalf of the
community and made a short speech as follows:

He we are Kelly, Caryand Ruby, we are here to tal
bushfire appeal. When we first heard about these horrible bushfires every student was very
concerned and feeling helpless and wanted to help out. That is how this appeal started. Thank
you for donating as we are overwhelmed about the amount of money raised. We feel that
everyone has shown true Strathmore North Primary School spirit. We are very proud to
announce that we have raised $5873.00, this will go to the Red Cross Bushfire Appeal. We are
still very upset about the fires and all the victims but we hope our fundraising will make a
difference to the people who have lost everything.

Thank you for donating.
By Kelly M, Ruby C, Carly H.
Also thank you to our group of parents who organized and delivered the donation of goods to

the Wallan Community.

The Strathmore North Primary School Community should be extremely proud of their effort.

A HUGE THANK YOU TO THE COMMUNITY
FOR THEIR SUPPORT.

NI\

SNPS Values: respect, team spirit, honesty, responsibility, personal best, friendliness, independence, caring.
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